
By Hubert Haas . 

  June 6, 1864 

During May and June of 1864, 
Grant’s Army of the Potomac and 
Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia 
fought a series of battles in Virginia, 
which included The Wilderness, 
Spotsylvania, and Cold Harbor. Gen-
eral Ulysses S. Grant was on the at-
tack and his goal was to destroy the 
Army of Northern Virginia. Cold 
Harbor was fought on June 1-3, 
1864. 
 
Note: the term “cold harbor” meant a place to stay overnight, but where no cooked or hot 
meals are served. This is how the town of Cold Harbor got its name. 
 
Overall, during this campaign of May and June in 1864, Grant’s Army of the Potomac was 
always moving to its left, hoping to flank the Army of Northern Virginia on its right. In early 
June, with the give and take of battle, the two armies were in a race to see which one would 
get to the crossroads town of Cold Harbor first. Lee won the race to Cold Harbor, but Grant 
was right behind. 
 
General Robert E. Lee was (as usual) outnumbered. At Cold Harbor Lee had 59,000 troops 
facing 109,000 Yankees. The previous four weeks of fighting had taken a considerable toll on 
both armies. The Union suffered casualties of 44,000, while the Confederates had casualties of 
25,000. General Grant’s idea was to wear Lee’s army down by constant fighting, and cause 
Lee to lose by attrition. Grant knew by steadily forcing Lee to fight, and to continue to fight, 
eventually the superior numbers of men and firepower of the North would win the war against 
the Confederacy. If the Army of Northern Virginia could be ground down to a nub, the Con-
federacy would be defeated. Grant’s plan was working. 

 
On June 3, at Cold Harbor, the Army of the Potomac faced a well-entrenched Army of North-
ern Virginia that held a good, strong, and defensive position. A newspaper reporter described 
the Confederate trenches as “ intricate, zigzagged lines within lines, lines protecting flanks of 
lines, lines built to enfilade opposing lines…works within works and works without works.” 
Their ranks contained seasoned soldiers who knew how to fight. Though outnumbered, the 
trenches gave the Confederates the advantage. At dawn, General Grant sent three Federal 
corps in a straight-on charge against the defensively entrenched Confederates. 
This charge resulted in one of the bloodiest slaughters of the Civil War. Within only seven to 
eight minutes, seven thousand Union men fell at Cold Harbor. The dead and wounded covered 
a battlefield of five acres. A Confederate general commented; “I had seen the dreadful carnage 
in front of Marye’s Hill at Fredericksburg, but I had seen nothing to exceed this. It was not 
war; it was murder.” The amount of fire the Confederates poured into the Union soldiers was  
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enormous. An Alabama colonel who witnessed the slaughter described a common end to the lives of many Union soldiers in 
this way; “dust fog out of a man’s clothing in two or three places at once where as many balls would strike him at the same 
moment.” A few men from a Zouave unit managed to come close to the Confederate lines, but soon shot down. So many bul-
lets struck a Zouave regiment colonel that afterwards his remains could only be identified by brass buttons, which remained 
on what little was left of his officer’s uniform. 
Grant knew by the afternoon he had lost, and no further attacks occurred. Cold Harbor was a Confederate victory. On the 
evening of June 3, Grant said; “I regret this assault more than any one I have ever ordered.” Grant knew his decision of a 
frontal charge at Cold Harbor was a mistake. 

 
 

The Battle of Cold Harbor�
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"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we submit the vindication of 
the cause for which we fought; to your strength will be given the de-

fense of the Confederate soldier's good name, the guardianship of his 
history, the emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of those princi-
ples he loved and which made him glorious and which you also cher-

ish. Remember it is your duty to see that the true history of the South is 
presented to future generations."  

 
Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee,  

SCV CHARGE�

Commander’s Comments – Southern Cross of Honor �
On April 30th, I had the honor of presenting the first 
JROTC H. L. Hunley Award from our Camp to Cadet An-
drew Joseph White a sophomore at Summerville High 
School. After reading the certificate, I presented Cadet 
with the framed certificate, uniform ribbon, and JROTC - 
H. L. Hunley Medal that I pinned on him. My admiration 
goes out to Col. Davis and Master Chief Burgess for 
the high standards they maintain with the cadets while un-
der their watch. 
                                                                                               
                                                                                                

On May 10th, I, with other SCV members and private citizens, attended many Confederate Memorial Day Services 
around the county. 
At 10:00 am, I attended the Moultrie Camp# 27's Confederate Memorial Service in Mt. Pleasant at the Confederate Graves 
off Whilden Street. The Moultrie Camp did a fine job in conducting its service honoring our brave soldiers buried there. 

At 11:30 I was off too downtown Charleston to attend the Confederate Memorial Service at Washington Park. The Wash-
ington Light Infantry holds their Memorial Service at the park every year. They have a nice crowd year after year, despite the 
limited parking. Their Memorial Service honors the members of the WLI that died while in service to the Confederacy. 

Then at 3:00 pm, I attended the Confederate Memorial Service at Magnolia Cemetery. Diane Nettles, President of 
the Session #4 Chapter of the UDC, was the Mistress of Ceremony. She welcomed all and then asked the SCV Commanders 
to bring greetings to the crowd. I feel very honored to represent the H. L. Hunley Camp# 143 in bringing "Greeting and Salu-
tations" from our camp.                                                                                                                                                  (Continued Page 5) 



Camp Commander................ Mr. Joe Willis 
e-mail to: banjoman47@yahoo.com  

1st Lt. Commander.................. Mr. David Mitchell 
e-mail to: loganmitchell@aol.com  

2nd Lt. Commander................. Mr. Woody Brown 
e-mail to: wbrown4747@aol.com  

3rd Lt. Commander................. Mr. Timothy Hilton 
e-mail to: tim3nat@aol.com  

Adjutant................................ Mr. James(Rick) Andrews 
e-mail to: randsummv975@aol.com  

Judge Advocate....................... Mr. Walter M. Bailey 
e-mail to: baileywalterm@yahoo.com 

Treasurer.............................. Mr. John N. Couch 
e-mail to: john@johncouchtaxservice.com 

Parliamentarian..........................Mr. Lonnie Rowell 
Color Sgt............................... Mr. Charles A. Botts 

e-mail to: chuckiereb@aol.com  
Quartermaster.............................. Mr. Homer M. Thompson 

Surgeon................ Mr. Lawrence G. Jameson 
e-mail to: L2Jameson@aol.com 

Historian & Scrapbook................ Mr. Woodrow (Chip) Brown Jr 
e-mail to: CHIB4@aol.com 

Webmaster an Editor........................... Mr. Charles K. Mathisen 
e-mail to: CharlesMathisen@HLHUNLEYCAMP143.COM 

Chaplain........................ Mr. Sidney( Monty) Jones 
e-mail to: mjonesdorchester@aol.com  

 

 

Upcoming Events 

2007 Officers 
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June 28th - Camp meeting Masonic Lodge 6:30PM.  
 
July 25-28, 2007 - Official Registration Form Sons of Confederate Veterans 2007 Reunion Mobile, Alabama 
Raphael Semmes Camp 11, SCV    Link to Registration: https://epiphanyhosting.com/c/scv/secureFormR1.php 
 
August 23rd - Camp meeting Masonic Lodge 6:30PM.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
I Pledge Allegiance to the flag of the United States 
of America and to the Republic for which it stands, 
one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and 
justice for all.  
 
 

Salute to the Confederate Flag 
I salute the Confederate Flag with affec-
tion, reverence, and undying remem-
brance to the cause for which it stands. 
 

 
Salute to the South Carolina Flag 
I salute the flag of South Carolina and 
pledge to the Palmetto State love, loy-
alty, and faith. 

Chaplain’s Corner 

"If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their 

land." 2 Chronicles 7:14 NIV  
 
Please join us in our prayers for the men and women of the Armed Forces Of The United States Of  
America and other countries who are now in harm's way in Afghanistan, Iraq, and other parts of the 
world. We thank them and their families for their sacrifices.  
We are grateful for the ultimate price of freedom paid by those fallen. We pray for strength and courage 
for the POWS and Missing In Action and those held hostage.  
We pray for the protection and safety of selfless relief workers and missionaries who help those in need.  
We pray for the protection of children and innocent civilians.  
We pray for our nation and our leaders. Amen 



Newsletter Ads                                                     Memorials 

Carl Rourk – Carl is retired from Bellsouth and now works as a 
contractor for AT&T. Carl resides in North Charleston in the Wando 
Woods area now 43 years. Carl’s wife name is Betty and he is a 
cousin to Cmdr. Willis’s wife Brenda. He loves to hunt, fish, and 
spend time with his grand children. I’ve known Carl for many years 
and he is a devoted family man and a devote Christian. Carl’s ances-
tors are Pvt. Miles Priester, Co. F, 3rd S.C. Cavalry and Pvt. D.T. 
Freeman, Co. C, 3rd S.C. Cavalry. 
 
George Muckenfuss – Retired from Westvaco 37 years. Prefers to 
be called Ed. Ed was born in Summerville and his wife’s name is 
Margie. Ed’s brother-in-law is Claude Rowe who was recently in-
ducted into the Camp. Ed loves competitive shooting and I know he 
loves fishing, cause I called him on his cell phone one afternoon and 
he was in his boat fishing. Ed’s ancestor is Capt. John Richard 
Perry Fox, 1st S.C. Cavalry. 

Charles Kiser – Charles, as he would like to be called, is a lifetime 
resident of St. George. Charles is a Paramedic and his wife’s name 
is Joy. Charles saw the booth at the Fair and after speaking with 
Compatriot Larry Jamison decided to join our Camp. Charles’s an-
cestor is David Fredrick Kiser . Charles is also a re-enactor with the 
Wade Hampton Legion, 27th S.C. Inf. He also loves to do Civil War 
Movies. He was a pallbearer and honor guard for the H.L.Hunley 
crew April 17th, 2004 and is still doing honor guard at the Lab at 
times. Charles is also in a supporting roll in the Civil War movie 
“FIRETRAIL” based on the novel by Lydia Hawke. 

New Membership 

In our August meeting we discussed Newsletter ads 
and memorials. Listed are prices and size of ads. 

 
For 1 month half page ad for $20. 
For 1 month full page ad for $30. 

For 1 year business card ad for $60. 
For 1 year quarter page ad for $20. 

 
Memorial at right are $25 for one year, 4 lines max. 

In our May Camp meeting we inducted three new members, from 
left to right next to Cmdr. Willis is Carl Rourk, George Mucken-

fuss, & Charles Kiser. We welcome them to the HL Hunley Camp. 
We are honored to have these Compatriots has a part of the   H L 

Hunley Camp 143. 
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News Index 

MORT KUNSTLER'S "WAYSIDE FAREWELL" 
TO BE RAFFLED BY THE SONS OF CONFEDERATE 

VETERANS H. L. HUNLEY CAMP #143 
TICKETS ARE $2.00 EACH OR 3 TICKETS FOR $5.00 

ONLY 3,000 TICKETS BEING SOLD. DRAWING TO BE 
HELD AT CONCLUSION OF TICKET SALES OR AT 

OUR DECEMBER 2007 MEETING, WHICH EVER 
COMES FIRST. YOU NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN. 
The proceeds are designed to provide scholarships for our 

students in High School. 

Confederate Heritage Trust - David 
Mitchell and Ben Bunting were nominated. 
After some discussion and secret ballot vote, 
David Mitchell was elected to represent the 
HL Hunley Camp at the CHT meetings. 
 
Hunley Camp Reenactment Group 
Mark Clark has a list of 15 names that are 
interested in being a part of the reenactment 
group.  One thing that is holding up the pro-
gress in starting the group is research into 
History for a name of the group. A meeting 
will be setup soon to establish officers and 
other essentials in starting the group. 

Fundraising Committee 
Pawker Run (SPCA Shelter) Dorches-
ter Shiners Club Hwy 61 Sept 22 Sat. 
Registration 10AM 
Fair – Oct. & Nov. 
Toy Run ABATE Berkeley Dorchester 
Nov. 
Mess Sergeant: Ben Bunting 
Joe Willis and David Mitchell will 
cook for the June 28th meal. 
Mort Kunstler print raffle. Call Ben 
Bunting or email him at 
f58905@knology.net.   



I relayed to the attendees the name of a man that has been almost forgotten in writings and deeds. He was Rev. Robert L. 
Dabney. He was, among other things, a preacher, theologian, scholar, author, etc. He was a very learned man. Rev. Dabney, 
through hard work and dedication to the cause, rose to the position of Chief of Staff to General "Stonewall" Jackson. He ser-
viced honorably throughout the War. 

 
In 1882, Rev. Dabney was asked to speak to the graduating class at the Hampton Sidney College in Virginia. At the end of 

his speech he said something that we all need to keep in our heart and that is, “ it is essential to your own future that you shall 
learn the history of the past, truly." Rev Dabney's writings are hard to find, but these words are still relevant today as they were 
back in the late 1800's. 

 
At 6:00pm, a few of our camp members assembled at the UDC Monument at St. Paul's Church in Summerville to have a 

silent word of pray for our fallen heroes buried there. What a wonderful way to peacefully and quietly remember some of our 
ancestors. 

Then I motored to downtown Charleston to attend the Confederate Memorial Service at the French Huegnot Church on 
Church Street. Our members that attended the service there were: Chip Brown, Dale Presley (representing our camp as part of 
the Honor Guard), Walker Wright, and myself (forgive me if I left someone out).  

 
The church is quaint and filled with the names of families that served in the War for Southern Independence. I saw a few of 

my ancestors names and quietly thanked them for being so lucky to have them as ancestors and being so lucky to have been 
born in the South and having the pure pleasure of being able to grow up in a land so great as our Southland. 

The service was graced by having Arthur Ravenal relay some of his remembrances of talking with his ancestors and graced 
by Senator McConnell relaying the main cause of the War as being the Morill Act. The passing of the Morill Act really sealed 
the fate of The South. The South could not take any more of the North's apparent chokehold on our Southland.  

All in all, that night at the French Huegnot Church, was a nice closing to a very emotional day for all. 

On May 12th at 9:30 am, The H. L. Hunley Camp #143 held its Confederate Memorial Service at Boone Hill Cemetery in 
Summerville, S. C.  We had thirty-two good-hearted Confederate souls honoring their ancestors. 

 
We were fortunate to have The S. C. Division Commander Randy Burbage as our speaker. His delivered one of his great 

speeches for which he is noted. The Hunley Choir performed " Amazing Grace". Before the service we had placed a rose on 
each grave but one. Mrs. Ann Harmon placed the last rose on the last grave. She was in period dress. We then had a gun salute 
for the Confederate dead there followed by the singing of "Dixie" by all. 

  
At 11:00 am on the 12th of May, we assembled at the C. Irvine Walker's Confederate Monument at St. Paul's Episcopal. 

Church. The main speaker was the S. C. Division SCV Commander, Randy Burbage. As always, his speech was stirring and 
memorable. I gave "Greetings" from our camp to all. The C. I. Walker Chapter of the UDC gave our camp a framed certificate 
of thanks for helping them get reinstated as a UDC Chapter in Summerville. The service was very pleasant and everyone is 
looking forward to next year's Confederate Memorial Service there.  
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Commander’s Comments   (Continued)�

 

Camp Meeting August 23rd 
Come on Out!               

Masonic Lodge, Main St. Summerville, 6:30 pm 


