
Homestead Act of 1862       
by Ben Bunting 

Ben Bunting gave a clear and 
concise talk on events leading 
up to the passing of the Home-

stead Act of 1862 by the 
Thirty-Seventh U.S. Congress. 
It provided for the transfer of 
160 acres of unoccupied pub-
lic land to each homesteader 
on payment of a nominal fee 
after five years of residence; 
land could also be acquired 

after six months of residence 
at $1.25 an acre. The govern-
ment had previously sold land to settlers in the West for reve-
nue purposes. As the West became politically stronger, how-
ever, pressure was increased upon Congress to guarantee free 
land to settlers. Several bills providing for free distribution of 
land were defeated in Congress; in 1860 a bill was passed in 

Congress but was vetoed by President Buchanan. With the as-
cendancy of the Republican Party (which had committed itself 
to homestead legislation) and with the secession of the South 
(which had opposed free distribution of land), the Homestead 

Act, sponsored by Galusha A. Grow, became law.  

Above: Homesteaders and 
their sod house in the Mid-
west during the late 1800s. 
Millions of sod houses dot-
ted the prairies in the late 
1800s, but almost all of 
them have melted back into 
the prairie.  
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The Blue Lantern �
HL Hunley Camp 143 

Summerville, South Carolina 

 
SCV CHARGE 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we submit the vindication of the 
cause for which we fought; to your strength will be given the defense of the 

Confederate soldier's good name, the guardianship of his history, the emula-
tion of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles he loved and which 

made him glorious and which you also cherish. Remember it is your duty to 
see that the true history of the South is presented to future generations."  

Lt. General Stephen D. Lee  
 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Cmdr General, United Confederate Veterans, New Orleans, LA, April 25, 1906 

In This Issue 
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As you all know, David Mitchell and I attended the 112th 2007 SCV National Convention in Mobile, 
Alabama. I believe the convention ran well despite the IHQ not being able to afford a professional 
parliamentarian this year. 
 
Chris Sullivan, Commander-in-Chief, ran the business meetings well. He, having experience of being 
a parliamentarian in the past, kept the meeting on an even keel and the amendments were handled 
with a minimal of roadblocks. 
 
Please look in CV magazine for the complete wording of these amendments, for the following are the 
results of the voting. 
The Proposed Amendment #1 - Article 13.5 - Subject: This amendment removes the veto power of the 
accused relative to the site of the hearing. This passed. 
  

The Proposed Amendment #2 - Article 13.10 - Subject: This amendment clarifies the procedures and appeals for a member sub-
ject to discipline. This passed. 
  
The Proposed Amendment #3 - Article 3.8 - Cadet dues shall be ten dollars at the time of their application only. This failed. 
(Dues shall stay ten dollars yearly). 
 
NATIONAL AWARDS 
Here Cmdr. Joe Willis receives the Gen Stand Waite Scholarship Award pre-
sented to the HL Hunley Camp 143 from Commander-in-Chief Chris Sullivan.  
The award is given to the Camp making the largest average contribution to the 
Stand Waite Scholarship Fund 
 
The Meritorious Service Medal was presented to Camp members Walker Wright 
and Larry Jamison for outstanding performance of duty to the SCV.   
 
Please look in CV magazine for the complete wording of these amendments, for the 
following are the results of the voting. 
The Proposed Amendment #1 - Article 13.5 - Subject: This amendment removes 
the veto power of the accused relative to the site of the hearing. This passed. 
  
The Proposed Amendment #2 - Article 13.10 - Subject: This amendment clarifies the procedures and appeals for a member sub-
ject to discipline. This passed. 
  
The Proposed Amendment #3 - Article 3.8 - Cadet dues shall be ten dollars at the time of their application only. This failed. 
(Dues shall stay ten dollars yearly) 
  
The Proposed Amendment #4 - Article 3.18 - Any member found to be previously or currently convicted of a felony shall be ex-
pelled from membership. This was tabled indefinitely ( meaning that the amendment will not be brought up again ). 
  
There was motion to raise the National dues eight dollars. Jeff O' Cain, SCV member from Columbia, S. C., so eloquently pro-
posed that the dues be raised to ten dollars due the financial state of the IHQ. After much discussion, the floor voted to raise the 
National dues to ten dollars, but the dues increase will not take effect until August 2008. 
  
The Time and Place Committee recommended that the 2010 National SCV Convention be held in Charleston, S. C. The recom-
mendation went before the General Executive Committee and they voted to hold the 2010 Convention in Anderson, S. C. This 
then went to the floor of the convention for a vote. Ron Wilson, past C-I-C, gave his presentation on holding the 2010 Conven-
tion in Anderson. Then, Howard Chalmers, Commander of the Moultrie Camp # 27, gave his presentation on holding the 2010 
Convention in Charleston. Both presentations were planned and presented very well. When all was said and done, the floor vote 
favored Anderson.  

(Continued page 3) 
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During the convention, David and I were able to meet three Real Sons (a real son of a Confederate Soldier). They were Jim 
Brown, Sr., Nelson Winbush (a black real son from Florida), and Woodrow Plaugher. I got to talk to Mr. Plaugher more than the 
other two Real sons. Mr. Plaugher (now 92 years old) was the 23rd child of the 26 children his father had. His father had three 
wives and Mr. Plaugher was born from his father's third wife. At age 92, Mr. Plaugher's mind was still sharp and still had a twin-
kle in his eyes as we talked. It was a very gratifying experience talking with him. I wished him well and hoped to see him next 
year at the convention in North Carolina. It was announced that there are 51 Real Sons still with us at this time. 
  
A representative from Sonopia gave a presentation on cell phone service. Look at the flier I have included and as more informa-
tion is passed on to me, I will forward on to you all. 
  
I contacted Ed Funchess, past Miss. Division Commander and on the Beau-
voir Board, and told him that David and myself would like to present him 
with a check for $1000.00 from our H. L. Hunley Camp for the Jefferson 
Davis Home Restoration. 
Ed was very pleased to receive this money for the restoration of President 
Davis' home. He said that our camp has been one of the top camps in the na-
tion to send money for the restoration. To date, our camp has donated more 
than $3000.00. This is something of which our camp should be very proud.                                                                  
After David and I talked with Ed, I could tell that Mississippi had the right 
man serving on the Beauvoir Board. All Ed relayed to us, you could tell, 
came from the heart with no expectations of any type of accolades for any of 
his involvement in the restoration. 
Ed said that he has Confederate relatives from Orangeburg and buried in 
Rowesville. He plans to make a visit to his Confederate ancestors graves and 
said he would like to come to one of our camp meetings. I hope he can attend 
one of our meetings soon. 

Ed drove David and I to Beauvoir to view the ongoing restoration of 
the Jefferson Davis Home and Library. It was a very inspiring tour that 
he gave us of the house and grounds. Please take time to view the pic-
tures. There is still a long way to go on the restoration. 
  
David and I want to thank you for the financial assistance the camp 
provided us in representing the H. L. Hunley Camp at the SCV Na-
tional Convention this year. Next year, I hope you all can attend the 
next SCV Convention, which will be held in Concorde, North Carolina. 
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Chaplains Message �
“Mercifully accept our prayers, and grant to your 
servant Tim Moore, Susan Andrews, Lola 
McKenzie, Julie Jones, Mary Walker, Peggy 
Walker, Louise Rogers, Lisa Rhodes, Sheila 
Haas, and Sabra Hennessee, the help of your 
power that their sickness may be turned into 
health, and our sorrow into joy. Hold our troops 
in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect 
us. Bless them and their families for the selfless 
acts they perform for us in our time of need 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen”.           

 

Dear Heavenly Father, As we remember those who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom, 
we think of how they have followed in the footsteps 
of your son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Please hold 
our service men and women in your strong arms. 
We also remember the families of our troops, and 
ask for your unique blessings to fill their homes and 
strength to fill their lives.  May the members of our 
armed forces be filled with courage to face each 
day.  Let our military brothers and sisters feel our 
love and support, in the name of Jesus. Amen.          



MORT KUNSTLER'S "WAYSIDE FAREWELL" 
S & N, ARTIST PROOF, BEAUTIFULLY FRAMED 

TO BE RAFFLED BY THE SONS OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS H. L. HUNLEY CAMP #143 
TICKETS ARE $2.00 EACH OR 3 TICKETS FOR $5.00 ONLY 3,000 TICKETS BEING SOLD. DRAWING TO BE HELD 
AT CONCLUSION OF TICKET SALES OR AT OUR DECEMBER 2007 MEETING, WHICH EVER COMES FIRST. YOU 

NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN.  
The proceeds are designed to provide scholarships for our students in High School. 

Get your Tickets from Ben Bunting. 

A final note: From Kevin Walker LTC MNC-I OSJA Military Justice Chief.  

Kevin is a service man serving in Iraq. He saw our ad on the web site and has requested 10 raffle tickets. I sent him a copy of the 
stubs and thanked him for his request and his service to our country.�

Fundraisers 

August 23rd - Summerville Home Guard - If anyone is interested in being a part of this group, contact 
Mark Clark at 871-9636 or cell at 514-2174. The next meeting for the group will be at 5:30 prior to our next 
Camp meeting Aug. 23rd.  
September 21-22 - The Tenth Annual Symposium on South Carolina Civil War History 2007 Columbia, 
SC. Registration 
September 22 - 4th Annual PAW-KER RUN Dorchester Shrine Club Hwy. 61 .5 off Alt 17 S, 
Summerville, SC. Entry Fee $20 per person. Registration: 10 AM, Run Time: 11 AM. For more 
information call 871-3820. 
September 27th - Camp meeting Masonic Lodge 6:30PM 
September 29th -Confederate Heritage Ride 3rd Annual Ride 
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Coming Events 



   Yvonne Knight Garmendia 

Good Afternoon! I am Yvonne Knight Garmendia, great-granddaughter of Alexander 
Knight, speaking for the entire Knight family. I thank The Sons of Confederate Veterans H.
L. Hunley Camp 143 for this honor being given to our ancestor. Alexander Knight was the 
oldest of 10 children, 9 boys and 1 girl. All of the boys served in the war. He worked with 
this father as a farmer and became a wheelwright. In January 1862 Alexander, at the age of 
38, enlisted as a Private in a new artillery unit being formed by Color Sergeant Hugh Gard-
ner.  

   Color Sergeant Hugh Gardner enlisted 150 men. In this new company called the Charles-
ton Light Artillery, they were placed in the Palmetto Light Artillery Company D. The Pal-
metto Light Artillery was already in existence and had an outstanding war history. 

   They served under Generals Hood and Longstreet and were 
engaged in some of the heaviest fighting of the war including 
2nd Manassas, Sharpsburg, The Shenandoah Campaign and Get-
tysburg. At one point during the 3-Day Battle, they supported Pickett's charge. From there the Palmetto 
Light Artillery moved to Virginia and fought at The Wilderness, Spotsylvania, and Cold Harbor, then 
in the defense of Richmond. 

    At war's end, Alexander walked home and resumed his occupations as farmer and wheelwright until 
his death in 1876 at the age of 52. We don't know the reason for his death, but it may have been the 
effects of the war. We do know he was a devout man, loved his family and the cause for which he 
fought. 

   In closing, I again thank the Hunley Camp for this honor. 

 
 
Hubert Haas received many comments of grati-
tude for the service of their ancestor Alexander 
Knight. To show her appreciation Yvonne Knight 
Garmendia presented a donation of $250 to the 
HL Hunley Camp.  Hubert also extends his appre-
ciation for those that helped in this service honor-
ing Alexander Knight and the service for the fam-
ily. Color Sergeant Chuck Botts would also like to 
thank the Color Guard members that participated 
in the events. 
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TO THE MEMORY OF ALEXANDER KNIGHT�

Corporate Sponsorship 

�
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Corporate Sponsorship Donation  

Timothy Hilton made a corporate 
sponsorship donation in the amount of $100 
to the SCV.  Here he receives his certificate 

from 2nd Lt. Cmdr. Woody Brown. 

Thanks Tim�


