
By  David Mitchell 
 

William Woods Holden, 24 Nov. 1818-2 Nov. 1892  

William Woods Holden (24 Nov. 1818-2 Nov. 1892), printer, edi-
tor, politician, governor, and the most controversial state figure 
during Reconstruction, was born near Hillsborough, the son of 
Thomas Holden and Priscilla Woods, who were never married; he 
was reared after his sixth birthday by his stepmother, Sally Nichols 
Holden. His grandfather, who was English, first settled in Massa-
chusetts but later moved to Orange County, N.C., to engage in 
farming. At age ten, Holden was apprenticed as a printer's devil to 
Dennis Heartt, editor of the Hillsborough Recorder, who was re-
sponsible for his early education and political views. Striking out 
on his own at age sixteen, he first worked as a printer for the Milton Chronicle, then for a Dan-
ville, Va., paper (in which his own compositions were first published), and later, in 1836, for 
the Raleigh Star which was edited by Thomas Lemay.  

Despite the lack of formal education, Holden studied law at night under Henry Watkins Miller 
of Raleigh and received his license to practice on 1 Jan. 1841. Although he could have played a 
major role in city politics and civic affairs, the legal profession did not offer the fascination of 
newspaper work. Thus, when the North Carolina Standard, the official organ of the Democratic 
party in North Carolina, was made available in 1842, Holden purchased control. Through it he 
became the state's most militant champion of minorities, reform, and state ideals. He served as 
publisher and editor of the Standard until elected governor in 1868.  
 
As editor, Holden had a brilliant record, and his editorial influence was unsurpassed in the 
state. By building upon such issues as equal suffrage, internal improvements for all sections, 
universal education, and improved labor conditions in an industrial economy, he became the 
tactical leader of the Democratic party. By the 1850s he had made it the dominant and most 
popular party in the state. (Later, he was mainly responsible for similar success by the Conser-
vative [1862] and Republican [1868] parties.) Throughout life his major goal was reform, espe-
cially to alleviate human wants and human misery, and, if the state leaders were unwilling to 
work for it, he was ready to lead the political fight himself.  
 
In 1844, when elected to the House of Commons, Holden immediately sponsored legislation 
calling for the creation of a deaf and dumb institution in Raleigh. Later he served as state 
printer; a member of the Literary Board and the board of trustees of The University of North 
Carolina; and commissioner of the deaf and dumb institution and of the insane asylum. In 1858 
the Democratic state convention in Charlotte rejected his bid for the governorship because of 
his humble origins and vigorous support for the "common folk," as well as the fear by members 
of the state's aristocracy (especially those from the east) that they could not control him. In the 
same year, he failed to win election to the U.S. Senate. No doubt these rejections caused him 
ultimately to break away from the Democratic Party and to completely change the direction of 
the state during the Civil War and Reconstruction eras.                     
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While Democratic spokesman for North Carolina, Holden played an active role in national issues and in the party. Throughout 
the 1840s and 1850s he advocated Southern rights to expand slavery and at times championed the right of secession, but by 1860 
he had shifted his position to support the Union. Thus, at both the Charleston and Baltimore Democratic National conventions, he 
worked diligently to keep the state from bolting the party and leaving the Union, prophesying that should secession occur a long 
and devastating war would result. In early 1861 he led the forces that defeated the proposed state secession convention, but when 
the fighting began he joined with leaders from the other political factions at the second convention in voting for secession.  

During the Civil War, Holden waged a continuous battle for individual liberty, helped to secure the nomination and election of 
Zebulon B. Vance for governor in 1862, and by 1864 was the avowed leader of the state's "peace movement." Recognizing the 
futility of the war, he declared that it was far better to make an honorable peace while still possible rather than being forced to 
accept unconditional surrender. Moreover, he thought the time had come to overthrow the agrarian aristocratic rule and, based on 
the rising tide of industrialism, to create a progressive state for the welfare of the masses rather than continue the existing order 
for the privileged few. For such views Holden was denounced as a traitor. In September 1863, the Standard office was attacked 
by Georgia troops and his personal papers and type were destroyed. Nevertheless, he continued to publish the Standard until sus-
pension of the writ of habeas corpus took away the freedom of the press. As a matter of principle, Holden opposed and was de-
feated by Governor Vance in 1864 on the peace issue. (He had accepted the nomination only after he could not persuade any 
other prominent politician to enter the race.)  
 
In May 1865 President Andrew Johnson summoned state Union leaders to Washington, D.C., to discuss North Carolina's reentry 
into the Union, and from that meeting came the decision to appoint Holden provisional governor of the state, in which capacity 
he served from 29 May to 28 Dec. 1865. In this office he exerted leadership in the reorganization of state, county, and local gov-
ernments, making more than 3,000 nonpartisan appointments in an effort to unify the state; supervised the taking of amnesty 
oaths; revised the state constitution to meet national demands and restore federal authority; and worked towards the state's eco-
nomic recovery. Despite these efforts, he was again denied the governorship in late 1865, when he was defeated by Jonathan 
Worth. As compensation, he was offered a seat in the U.S. Senate, but declined in order to resume the editorship of the Standard. 
Later, President Johnson offered him the post of minister to San Salvador, which he chose not to pursue in view of potential con-
firmation difficulties.  
 
During this period Holden continued to help restore North Carolina to the Union. In 1866, sensing the waning strength of the 
president to control the Northern Radicals and realizing that it would be disastrous for the state to resist congressional rule, he 
began to work with the new political forces. He was instrumental in organizing the Republican party in the state, and in the 
winter of 1866-67 he spent much time in Washington working with the radical leaders. In 1868 Holden headed the Republican 
ticket in the state elections and was elected governor by a vote of 92,325 to 73,594, defeating Thomas Samuel Ashe. He carried 
with him six of the seven congressmen, all executive and judicial officials except one judge and one solicitor, and both houses of 
the state legislature. When Governor Worth refused to recognize the Republican victory or to vacate his post before his term 
expired, Holden assumed the governorship through the direct interdiction of General Edward Canby and the Reconstruction laws.  
Holden faced enormous challenges during his administration: reorganization of local and state governments, reestablishment of 
public schools open to all children, penal reform and the construction of a state penitentiary, development of a deteriorating econ-
omy by encouraging northern migration of labor and capital, expansion of railroads and other internal improvements, and obtain-
ing equal justice for all persons. The last issue caused the greatest concern, as many North Carolinians were unwilling to extend 
full civil rights and suffrage to the Negro. Thus, as elsewhere in the South, the Ku Klux Klan was organized to restore whites to 
local and state offices. Holden attempted to maintain law and order by suppressing the Klan, although the state was unable to 
convict known offenders; by encouraging prominent men to take active roles in preventing depredations; and by securing from 
President Ulysses S. Grant and federal authorities the military aid to maintain peace.  
 
In March 1870, when civil authority weakened in Caswell and Alamance counties, Holden declared them to be in a state of insur-
rection as authorized by the Shoffner Militia Act. Troops were organized, first under the command of William J. Clarke but soon 
transferred to George W. Kirk, who had made a reputation for himself as a terrorist during his Union raids in the western part of 
the state. Holden originally had appointed W. W. Robbins of Marshall, who declined in order to keep a federal job and in turn 
recommended Kirk. The troops made many arrests in the two counties, ignoring the writ of habeas corpus and causing much fear 
and alienation. Later, Holden ordered the arrest of Josiah Turner, Jr., editor of the Raleigh Sentinel and "King of the Ku Klux" for 
his avowed opposition to Republican rule.  
 
Holden hoped to have the Klan prisoners tried by state military commissions, an action initially endorsed by Chief Justice Rich-
mond M. Pearson.                                                                                                                      (Continued Page 4)  
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The last few weeks have been a real pleasure. I have traveled to other SCV camp 
meetings to support David Mitchell, our 1st Lt. Cmdr., as their monthly speaker. He 
has put forth the interest in doing this and I hope others in our camp will begin to do 
the same. Besides David speaking, we, among a few other of our members, have had 
a blast getting to meet other SCV members. In some cases, we meet a friend or two 
that we did not know were SCV members. Case in point, when we (David, Ben Bun-
ting, Carl Rourk, Charles Kizer, and myself) traveled to Branchville to visit the Bar-
ton camp. I met a man, Frankie Whetstone, that I had worked with years ago when in 
Orangeburg. I never knew he was a SCV member. We renewed an old friendship and 
talked about the "ole times" long gone. It was a great night to speak with an old 

friend as well as support David in his interest in spreading his knowledge on some history of the CSA era.  
I have traveled with David to Barnwell, Edisto Island, and Johnsonville in the last few days. I must say that 
the camps have really enjoyed his speeches. He has been asked to return later on to speak on other War Be-
tween the States related items. My hats off to him as a speaker. And, my hats off to all those Hunley Camp 
members, not mentioned, that have gone with us to visit other camps in the past. All of your efforts and in-
terest are very much appreciated. Bless you all. You are good representatives of your H. L. Hunley Camp   
# 143, Son of Confederate Veterans.  
 
The South Carolina Division Convention in rapidly coming upon us. If you plan to attend, please let David 
Mitchell know. His telephone number is 875-3006. 
 

February 29, 1864  
 
Union General Hugh Judson Kilpatrick's cavalry raiders split into two wings on their way south to Rich-
mond. Colonel Ulrich Dahlgren and 500 troopers swung out further west as Kilpatrick and 3,000 men rode 
on to the outskirts of Richmond. The raid stalled there, and Dahlgren was killed in an ambush. The raid was 
part of a plan to free 15,000 Union soldiers held near Richmond and spread word of President Lincoln's 
Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction, which allowed a pardon and restoration of property for Con-
federates willing to cease the rebellion.  
Kilpatrick left the main Union army at Stevensburg, Virginia, on February 28 and crossed the Rappahan-
nock River. On February 29, Kilpatrick split with the 21-year-old Dahlgren, one of the youngest colonels in 
the Union army. The weather turned bad as the detachments separated. Rain turned to sleet, and the riders 
had to battle icy branches and cold, inky blackness as night fell. Dahlgren rode west and picked up a guide, 
a black youth named Martin Robinson. Robinson professed to know of a crossing of the James River west 
of Richmond. When they arrived at the spot, there was no way across the swollen river. Dahlgren flew into 
a rage and ordered Robinson hanged.  
On March 1, Dahlgren and 200 men were ambushed and the young colonel was killed. The Kilpatrick-
Dahlgren raid was a failure for the Union. Some 340 men and 1,000 horses were lost, few Confederates 
paid attention to the copies of the amnesty proclamation that were left by the cavalry, and no Union prison-
ers were freed.  
 
 

Commanders Comments�

Commanders Comments on Kilpatrick-Dahlgren raid splits�



However, on 6 Aug. 1870 Judge George W. Brooks, U.S. district judge at Salisbury, issued a writ of habeas corpus that they 
should be tried in a federal court for possible violation of their constitutional rights. Thus began a series of legal maneuvers cul-
minating in the dismissal of the state troops and any effort to control the Klan, as well as the demise of Governor Holden.  
On 9 Dec. 1870 Frederick W. Strudwick of Orange County, a former Klan leader, introduced in the state house of representatives 
a resolution calling for Holden's impeachment for high crimes and misdemeanors. The resolution was adopted on 14 December. 
Five days later, the house approved eight articles of impeachment against Holden: the first two alleged that he had illegally de-
clared Alamance and Caswell counties in insurrection; the third and fourth concerned the "unlawful" arrest of Josiah Turner, Jr., 
and others without benefit of trial; the fifth and sixth accused the governor of disobeying the writ of habeas corpus; and the last 
two charged him with the unlawful recruitment of troops and their illegal payment from the state treasury.  
 
When the state senate was notified of the charges on 20 December, Holden immediately turned over the duties of his office to 
Tod R. Caldwell. His trial began on 23 Jan. 1871. On 9 February the house voted a ninth indictment, charging Holden with con-
spiring with George W. Swepson to defraud the state in connection with railroad bonds. This article was never presented to the 
senate, nor mentioned in the press, for fear of implicating Conservative leaders who were active in the Holden trial. No legitimate 
claim could ever be made that Holden was personally dishonest or that he had used his office for personal gain. The defense 
based its arguments on the fact that the violent activities of the Klan required stringent enforcement regulation, that the governor 
was authorized under state law to use such force, and that any maltreatment of prisoners was done contrary to orders. After a 
highly partisan trial, the senate—on 22 March—rendered a guilty verdict on the last six charges (the minor ones insofar as consti-
tutional rights were concerned), and ordered that Holden be removed from his post and denied the right to hold office again in the 
state.  
The verdict came as no surprise to Holden, who was in Washington at the time. He expected assistance from his Republican 
friends, and two possibilities were extended: diplomatic service or the editorship of a newspaper that the Republican National 
Committee proposed to establish in the nation's capital. Holden declined a ministerial post in Peru or the Argentine Confedera-
tion, and the proposed newspaper never materialized. Forced to find employment on his own, in September 1871 he assumed the 
political editorship of the Washington Daily Chronicle. Despite his success in greatly expanding the paper's circulation, Holden 
soon longed to return to his native state. The opportunity was offered and accepted in February 1872, when he was appointed to 
the postmastership in Raleigh, a position he retained until 1883.  
 
Although many efforts were made to remove his political disabilities, Holden refused to participate, insisting that such movement 
must come voluntarily from the people of the state and without political friction. Until 1889 he participated in local affairs, acting 
as unofficial head of the state Republican party (until he could no longer support the national policies of high tariffs, pro-
business, and nonsupport for the South), writing for the Raleigh and Charlotte newspapers, composing poetry, taking part in 
church functions, and lecturing. His address, "History of Journalism in North Carolina," delivered before the press association on 
21 June 1881 in Winston, came to be considered one of the masterpieces of the state's journalistic history.  
 
Retirement emphasized Holden's outstanding personal traits—kindness, charity, warm hospitality, fearlessness, close family ties, 
and constant interest in the welfare of the common folk. He also enjoyed his two story frame colonial residence that he had built 
in 1852 on the corner of Hargett and McDowell streets. He had chosen to live at home during his two terms as governor rather 
than occupying the executive mansion. It was considered one of the finest homes in Raleigh, had one of the first bathtubs in the 
city, and was noted for its sunken garden. He spent much time there among the blooming flowers, boxwoods, and a weeping elm 
which was the only one of its kind in Raleigh. After suffering a stroke in 1889, Holden lived quietly until his death. He was bur-
ied in the Holden family plot in Oakwood Cemetery, Raleigh.  
 
Holden was married twice. His first wife was Ann Augusta Young (19 Feb. 1819-20 June 1852), whom he married in 1841; she 
was the daughter of John Wynne Young, a native of Baltimore, Md., and Nancy Peace, and the niece of William Peace, founder 
of Peace Institute. After her death he married, in 1854, Louisa Virginia Harrison, the daughter of Robert Harrison, a prosperous 
Raleigh citizen. His children included Laura (Mrs. W. P. Olds), Joseph William (1844-75), Ida Augusta (Mrs. Calvin J. Cowles), 
Henrietta (Mrs. Fritz Mahler), Mary Eldridge (Mrs. Claude A. Sherwood), Beulah (Mrs. Walter R. Henry), Charles C., and Lula 
(Mrs. F. T. Ward).  
 

William Woods Holden is the GGG-Grandfather to our 1st Lt. Cmdr. David Mitchell! 
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Chaplains Corner 

          “He that handleth a matter wisely shall find good, and whoso 
trusteth in the Lord, happy is he.”  
                                                                        Proverbs 16:20    KJV 
 
Please be in prayer for: 
Sick:       
             Hubert Haas  -  Hubert is recovering from a broken wrist and broken leg. 
              Walter Bailey  -  Walter is recovering from a shoulder injury. 
              Marvin Judy  -  Has Adrenoleukodystrophy which is adult cerebral ALD. 
              This condition affects the white matter of the nervous system and the adrenal cortex. 
              Dylan Garner  -   Marvin Judy son has had a bone marrow transplant. 
 
Bereaved:  
             The family of Elbert Lee Ginn, Sr.  
Fella Compatriots,  
Wanted to let you folks know that my father, Elbert Lee Ginn, Sr. passed away while recovering from 
another serious bout with cancer and a severe pancreatic/gall bladder infection.  
Dad was a very strong person and a wonderful father; he went peacefully in his sleep.  
Dad served his country in the USMC during WWII in the South Pacific, and fought at battles at Iwo 
Jima, the Gilbert Islands, Truk,Tinian, Inderly and many others. He will be missed greatly by many.  
Just wanted to let everyone know that our family truly appreciates all the thoughts and prayers over 
the past two-three years.  
Sincerely,  
Elbert Lee Ginn, Jr. 
               
                                                                                        (Fred) Noel West             

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we submit the vindication of the cause 
for which we fought; to your strength will be given the defense of the Confeder-
ate soldier's good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his vir-
tues, the perpetuation of those principles he loved and which made him glorious 
and which you also cherish. Remember it is your duty to see that the true history 

of the South is presented to future generations."  
 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Cmdr General, United Confederate Veterans, New Orleans, LA, April 25, 1906 

SCV CHARGE�



  Coming Events  
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· Feb. 23rd & 24th - Battle Of Aiken - Aiken, SC 
· Feb. 28th - Camp meeting Masonic Lodge, Main St, Summer-

ville. 
· March 1st & 2nd - 143rd Anniversary Battle for Broxtons 

Bridge.  
· March 8th & 9th -  The Columns - Florence, SC 
· March 14th & 15th - 2008 South Carolina SCV Convention  
· March 27th - Camp meeting Masonic Lodge, Main St, Sum-

merville. 
· April 4th to 6th - YMCA Flowertown Festival, 9 - 5 Fri. & 

Sat, 9 - 4 Sun.  
· April 5th & 6th - Battle of Cheraw. Cheraw, SC 
· April 18, 19, 20, 2008 - Battle of Charleston  
· April 24th - Camp meeting Masonic Lodge, Main St, Summer-

ville. 
· April 25th - 27th - Battle of Fairview Church, Fountain Inn, 

SC 

 
 
Camp Commander.............…..Mr. Joe Willis 
Email: banjoman47@yahoo.com  
1st Lt. Commander.................. Mr. David Mitchell 
Email: loganmitchell@aol.com  
2nd Lt. Commander................. Mr. Woody Brown 
Email: wbrown4747@aol.com  
3rd Lt. Commander................. Mr. Timothy Hilton 
Email: tim3nat@aol.com  
4th Lt. Commander................. Mr. Ben Bunting 
Email: randsummv975@aol.com  
Adjutant ........................…........ Mr. James (Rick) Andrews 
Email: randsummv975@aol.com  
Judge Advocate....................…. Mr. Walter M. Bailey 
Email: baileywalterm@yahoo.com 
Treasurer.......................…....... Mr. John N. Couch 
Email: john@johncouchtaxservice.com 
Parliamentarian.........................Mr. Lonnie Rowell 
Color Sgt............................…... .Mr. Charles A. Botts 
Email: chuckiereb@aol.com  
Quartermaster.......................... Mr. Homer M. Thompson 
Surgeon............……………….. Mr. Lawrence G. Jameson 
Email: L2Jameson@aol.com 
Chaplain.......................……..... Mr. Monty Jones 
Email: mjonesdorchester@aol.com 
Mess Sergeant……………..….Mr. Hubert Haas 
Email: tigerhaas@bellsouth.net 
Historian & Scrapbook..…...... Mr. Woodrow (Chip) Brown Jr 
Email: CHIB4@aol.com 
Webmaster and Editor............... Mr. Charles K. Mathisen 
Email: CharlesMathisen@HLHunleyCamp143.COM 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
I Pledge Allegiance to the flag of the United 
States of America and to the Republic for which 
it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for all.  
 
 

Salute to the Confederate Flag 
I salute the Confederate Flag with 
affection, reverence, and undying 
remembrance to the cause for 
which it stands. 

 
 

Salute to the South Carolina Flag 
I salute the flag of South Carolina 
and pledge to the Palmetto State 
love, loyalty, and faith. 

Camp Officers Pledges 
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Did You Know 

AN INTERESTING HISTORY OF "TAPS" 
If any of you have ever been to a military funeral in which taps were played; this brings out a new meaning of it.  
 
Here is something true that has been checked out that every American should know.   
 
We, in the United States, have all heard the haunting song, "Taps."  It's the song that gives us that lump in our throats 
and usually, tears in our eyes. But, do you know the story behind the song?  If not, you will be interested to find out 
about its humble beginnings.  
 
Reportedly, it all began in 1862 during the Civil War, when Union Army Captain Robert Ellicombe was with his men 
near Harrison's Landing in Virginia.  The Confederate Army was on the other side of the narrow strip of land. During 
the night, Captain Ellicombe heard the moans of a soldier who lay severely wounded on the field.  Not knowing if it was 
a Union or Confederate soldier, the Captain decided to risk his life and bring the stricken man back for medical atten-
tion.  Crawling on his stomach through the gunfire, the Captain reached the stricken soldier and began pulling him to-
ward his encampment.  
 
When the Captain finally reached his own lines, he discovered it was actually a Confederate soldier, but the soldier was dead.   
The Captain lit a lantern and suddenly caught his breath and went numb with shock.  In the dim light, he saw the face of the sol-
dier...It was his own son!  The boy had been studying music in the South when the war broke out.  Without telling his father, the 
boy enlisted in the Confederate Army.  
 
The following morning, heartbroken, the father asked permission of his superiors to give his son a full military burial, despite his 
enemy status.  His request was only partially granted. The Captain had asked if he could have a group of Army band members 
play a funeral dirge for his son at the funeral. The request was turned down since the soldier was a Confederate.  But, out of re-
spect for the father, they did say they could give him only one musician. The Captain chose a bugler.  He asked the bugler to play 
a series of musical notes he had found on a piece of paper in the pocket of the dead youth's uniform. 
 
This wish was granted and the haunting melody, we now know as "Taps" used at military funerals was born.  
 
The Word are: 

Day is done.  
Gone the sun.  
From the lakes  
From the hills.   
From the sky.  
All is well.   
Safely rest.   
God is nigh.  

Fading light 
Dims the sight,  
And a star  
Gems the sky  
Gleaming bright.  
From afar  
Drawing nigh  
Falls the night.  

Thanks and praise  
For our days.  
Neath the sun,  
Neath the stars,  
Neath the sky. As we go 
This we know...  
God is nigh  

I, too, have felt the chills while listening to "Taps" but I have never seen all 
the words to the song until now.  I didn't even know there was more than 
one verse, and I also never knew the story behind the song before now.  

Remember Those Lost and Harmed While Serving Their Country.  

Also, Remember Those Who Have Served And Returned; and for those presently serving in the Armed Forces.  
  
 



PAGE 8 THE BLUE LANTERN  VOLUM E I I I ,  ISSUE XXV                                     

 
 

   Memorials 
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  Memorials 

 I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all the HL Hunley Camp Compatriots for 
they generous contribution to the Blue Lan-
tern with these Memorials and Sponsorship. 
 
Memorial Ads are $25 for one year. Support 
your Ancestor and the Camp with a Blue 
Lantern Memorial. 

  HL Hunley ~ Housatonic Memorial 
On February 17, 2008, for the tenth year a service honoring the crew of the H. L. Hunley was held at Sunrise Presbyterian 
Church on Sullivan’s Island. Following the service at the church, all in attendance walked to Breach Inlet, the actual site where 
the H. L. Hunley submarine left on that cold February night in hopes of sinking the USS Housatonic, which it did.  
At the water’s edge, a short ceremony was held. Re-enactors from the 54th Massachusetts and re-enactors from the 27th CVI laid 
wreaths in the surf in tribute to the brave men that died that fateful night.  
The re-enactors then gave a three volley salute. In attendance were five cannon crews, at which time they gave their resounding 
salute across the Inlet. One last salute was given in honor of a friend and re-enactor who had just recently passed away, “Doc” 
Murray. As the cannon fired its salute to “Doc”, it spewed some of his ashes across the Inlet. A smoke ring, from the cannon, 
floated upwards the heavens. I thought the ring was so appropriate as I told a friend standing nearby, “That must be “Doc’s” halo 
drifting over us.” Ole “Doc” will be missed by all.  
I want to thank all our camp members who were able to attend the Southern Cross of Honor ceremony on Saturday and the 
Hunley tribute on Sunday. A good time was had by all on both days. 

�������������
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  Sponsors                                                               Contact: Charles Mathisen (843) 875-3183 
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Camp Meeting February 28th  
 

Masonic Lodge, Main St. Summerville, 6:30 pm 
 

Visit our Website at http://www.HLHunleyCamp143.com/ 
 

The Camp by-laws or at http://www.HLHunleyCamp143.com/by_laws.htm 

  C. Irvine Walker Southern Cross of Honor Ceremony  
On February 16, 2008, the C. Irvine Walker Chapter of the United Daughter’s of the Confederacy held a Southern Cross of 
Honor Ceremony to pay tribute to their chapter’s namesake, Colonel C. Irvine Walker. We were blessed with a fine Southern day 
to hold this ceremony.  
Joanne Lancaster, the Chapter’s President, opened the ceremony by recognizing special guests. Then Judith Powell, the Chapter’s 
Chaplin, gave the invocation.  
The H. L. Hunley Camp # 143’s Color Sgt., Chuck Botts, gave the order to post the colors and lead everyone in the pledges. The 
Color bearers posted the Colors. Our camp’s youngest member, Timothy Robertson, helped us by posting the South Carolina 
flag. We are fortunate to have such a fine young man to have the interest and to take his time to help with the ceremony.  
I gave The Charge and was honored to give greetings from our camp to the attendees.  
The speaker was Betty Geer, the G-G-Granddaughter of Colonel C. Irvine Walker. She gave a history of Colonel Walker, fol-
lowed by all in attendance singing “ Amazing Grace”. Then Ben MacMillan, G-Grandson, and Betty Geer, G-G-Granddaughter, 
of Colonel Walker, unveiled the Southern Cross at Colonel Walker’s gravesite.  
The Hunley Camp’s Honor Guard gave a three volley salute as a traditional tribute to honor this Southern Hero. Then Cain Grif-
fin played taps.  Chaplain Judith Powell then gave a closing prayer, at which time all sang “Dixie”. 

                                                                                                      

C. Irvine Walker UDC President 
Mrs. Joanne Lancaster 


