
By David Mitchell . 
 
Railroads played a key role in 
the war, dictating the move-
ment of armies and even the 
location of battles. They were 
also prime targets. On his 
sweep through South Carolina, 
Sherman discovered that there 
were several trains loaded 
with military supplies south of 
his line on the Wilmington & 
Manchester RR that ran 
through Sumter. He ordered 
that a force be organized from 
the various Federal garrison 
units on the Carolina coast to 
march inland and destroy the trains and their cargo, "even if it should cost 500 men." A 
provisional division of 2,700 men, commanded by Brigadier General Edward E. Potter, 
was assembled consisting of two brigades of white and black infantry, plus cavalry, 
engineer and artillery companies. The stage was set for a raid lasting 16 days, much of 
which took place after Lee had surrendered 
Potter's raid still remains one of the least covered raids in the war. Remarkably the raid 
saw no less then four major skirmishes and a few more minor skirmishes. However the 
raid remains obscure in that it occurred at a time when surrender was largely a fore-
gone conclusion. Truly tragic is the fact that most of the engagements came after the 
dramatic surrender at Appomattox. The raid however did destroy massive numbers of 
confederate equipment that could have otherwise found its way into the hands of Con-
federate interests. The raid also put an exclamation point on Sherman's March through 
the state. These particular areas were largely untouched by Sherman's army. The trains 
and equipment destroyed had all been cutoff from the destruction of the railroad above 
and below those lines.  
When the smoke cleared from Potter's raid, it accomplished all it was expected of. 
Thirty-two locomotives were destroyed, 250 cars, many miles of railroad, and every 
railroad building between Camden and Sumter. In addition 100 cotton gins and 
presses, 5000 bales of cotton, and large quantities of government stores. Also 100 
horses and mules were captured, while 5,000 contraband Negroes were picked up 
along the way. The expedition also had fought their fair share in skirmishes with the 
enemy. Potter reported his losses at 10 killed, 72 wounded, and 1 missing. In battle his 
forces captured 65 Confederates prisoners, 3 guns, and one battle flag. Had Potter's 
raid happened at any other time in the war, it probably would have achieved far more 
acclaim.  
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The Blue Lantern �

HL Hunley Camp 143 
Summerville, South Carolina 

In This Issue 



  

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we submit the vindication of the 
cause for which we fought; to your strength will be given the defense of the 

Confederate soldier's good name, the guardianship of his history, the emula-
tion of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles he loved and which 

made him glorious and which you also cherish. Remember it is your duty to 
see that the true history of the South is presented to future generations."  

 
Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee,  

Commander General, 
United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906 �

SCV CHARGE�
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Cmdr. Joe Willis welcomed all members and visitors one of which was our Brigade Cmdr. David Rantz. Mark Clark led 
us in the opening prayer and Color Sergeant led us in the pledge and salutes to the flags. David Mitchell has agreed to step up 
to 1st Lt. Cmdr. spot temporarily while Dale Presley is away and Timothy Hilton will be filling David Mitchell’s place as 3rd 
Lt. Cmdr.  David Mitchell and Joe Willis provided meal for the evening. Our scholarship winner Marie Vaughn was present 
and Cmdr. Willis thanked her for submitting the assay and winning. 

Events of the June 28th camp meeting.�

Commander’s Comments – Southern Cross of Honor �
On June 3rd, 2007, the sky was overcast and rain was threatening, but at the Cottageville Cemetery 
the H. L. Hunley Camp# 143 held a duel Southern Cross of Honor Ceremony for Major Robert 
Allan Willis and Lt. Benjamin Godfrey Willis. Both men (brothers) served in the 5th SCC.  
The information I have on Major R. A. Willis is sketchy at best. But, when he returned home he 
became Clerk of Court and Register of Mesne Conveyance in Colleton County. He is responsible 
for saving 400 manuscripts and 25 manuscript volumes spanning the period from 1803 to 1837 and 
from 1871 to 1888. 

On the headstone of Lt Benjamin Godfrey Willis reads Capt. Benjamin Godfrey Willis, I have not 
found where he was ever made a Capt. and feel that when he returned home from The War that the 
people may have just referred to as Capt. Ben as a nickname.  

Lt B. G. Willis started out as being an Orderly Sgt. and ended up being Commander of the 5th SCC 
by the end of The War. 
The Southern Cross of Honor Ceremony is a fitting time to have it for today, June 3rd, was the day the 5th SCC was in the bat-
tle of Cold Harbor.  
Capt. A. B. Mulligan, Co. B, 5th SCC wrote, " In the great battle of Cold Harbor, proper, on the 3rd of June, our cavalry held 
the extreme right. We lay all night with arms ready and joined in the terrible reception, which 15,000 Yankees bit the dust in 
twenty minutes, most of who were Negroes.  
 
The engagements were all with Grant's infantry. On June 3rd the Battle of Cold Harbor began. Grant's army had nearly 
113,000 troops. Grant drove his army into Lee's army who in turn drove them back. The Yankee troops refused to attack fur-
ther as twenty of their men were butchered for every one confederate. The battle ended Grant's attempt to take Richmond by 
sheer force. Lee's army was never better than at Cold Harbor." 
                                                                                                                                                                            (Continued Page 5) 



Camp Commander................ Mr. Joe Willis 
e-mail to: banjoman47@yahoo.com  

1st Lt. Commander.................. Mr. David Mitchell 
e-mail to: loganmitchell@aol.com  

2nd Lt. Commander................. Mr. Woody Brown 
e-mail to: wbrown4747@aol.com  

3rd Lt. Commander................. Mr. Timothy Hilton 
e-mail to: tim3nat@aol.com  

Adjutant................................ Mr. James(Rick) Andrews 
e-mail to: randsummv975@aol.com  

Judge Advocate....................... Mr. Walter M. Bailey 
e-mail to: baileywalterm@yahoo.com 

Treasurer.............................. Mr. John N. Couch 
e-mail to: john@johncouchtaxservice.com 

Parliamentarian..........................Mr. Lonnie Rowell 
Color Sgt............................... Mr. Charles A. Botts 

e-mail to: chuckiereb@aol.com  
Quartermaster.............................. Mr. Homer M. Thompson 

Surgeon................ Mr. Lawrence G. Jameson 
e-mail to: L2Jameson@aol.com 

Historian & Scrapbook................ Mr. Woodrow (Chip) Brown Jr 
e-mail to: CHIB4@aol.com 

Webmaster an Editor........................... Mr. Charles K. Mathisen 
e-mail to: CharlesMathisen@HLHUNLEYCAMP143.COM 

Chaplain........................ Mr. Sidney( Monty) Jones 
e-mail to: mjonesdorchester@aol.com  

Upcoming Events 

2007 Officers 
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July 15th – 3PM Southern Cross of Honor service for Alex Knight will be held at the Boone Hill Cemetery Hwy 17A. The 
Hunley Camp Choir will perform. If anyone can play taps on a bugle or harmonica, please give Woody a call. 871-6523. 
Join us in honoring these brave men. 
 
July 19th - Moultrie Camp is hosting Professor Donald Livingston, Philosophy professor at Emory University, at our July 
19 camp meeting. Please join us as we learn about the formation of the CSA Constitution and as we celebrate the 4th 
anniversary of the chartering of Moultrie Camp. We would like to welcome any and all SCV men and guests to join us for 
this special night. There will be a buffet dinner for $11. Professor Livingston will begin his presentation at about 7:15. We 
meet at The Point Grill, 176 Patriots Point Rd in Mt. Pleasant, at 6:45.  
For the men who wore the gray, 
Howard Chalmers, Commander, Moultrie Camp #27 S.C.V. 
Mt. Pleasant, S.C. howardchalmers@scv27.org, 843.568.4973 
 
July 26th - Camp meeting Masonic Lodge 6:30PM.  
 
July 25-28, 2007 - Official Registration Form Sons of Confederate Veterans 2007 Reunion Mobile, Alabama, Raphael 
Semmes Camp 11, SCV    Link to Registration: https://epiphanyhosting.com/c/scv/secureFormR1.php 

 
 
 
 
 
 
I Pledge Allegiance to the flag of the United States of 
America and to the Republic for which it stands, one 
Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice 
for all.  
 

Salute to the Confederate Flag 
I salute the Confederate Flag with 
affection, reverence, and undying 
remembrance to the cause for which 
it stands. 
 
Salute to the South Carolina Flag 
I salute the flag of South Carolina 
and pledge to the Palmetto State 
love, loyalty, and faith. 



Newsletter Ads                                                     Memorials 

David Poore – David as he would like to be called was for-
mally a lawn care specialist and is now part of Fluor-Daniels Cor-
poration, one of the world's largest, publicly owned engineering, 
procurement, construction, and maintenance services companies. 
David and Mary, his lovely wife, and family live in Summerville. 
Originally from Missouri he made the move 30 years ago and 
now loves the Summerville area and is excited about being part of 
the SCV. He saw Hubert Haas at out booth in the Flowertown 
festival and expressed and interest at that time. He loves to fish, 
shoot pool and spend time with his family. David has also ex-
pressed and interest in being a part of the Hunley Camp Choir. 
David’s ancestor is Benjamin F. Poe Co. D, 11th Missouri Inf. 
1838-1867. 

Gary Poore – Gary, David’s brother is also a resident of Sum-
merville and much like his brother loves to fish and shoot pool. 
One other thing that he loves to do in being a single man, he loves 
to chase women. Gary has been an electrician for 15 years with 
Star Electric Co. based here in Summerville. He is a member of a 
pool league and is very supportive of the SCV and shows it in his 
collection of confederate memorabilia.  Gary learned of the 
Hunley Camp from his brother and made plans to join him at the 
next meeting. Gary’s ancestor is Benjamin F. Poe Co. D, 11th 
Missouri Inf. 1838-1867. 

We are honored to have these Compatriots has a part of the 
H L Hunley Camp 143. 

think of how they have followed in the footsteps of 
your son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Please hold our 
service men and women in your strong arms. We also 
remember the families of our troops, and ask for your 
unique blessings to fill their homes and strength to fill 
their lives.  May the members of our armed forces be 
filled with courage to face each day.  Let our military 
brothers and sisters feel our love and support, in the  
name of Jesus. Amen.          

Prayer List 
 
Mercifully accept our prayers, and grant to your ser-
vant Tim Moore the help of your power that their sick-
ness may be turned into health, and our sorrow into 
joy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.                       
Tim Moore is Rick Andrews’s son-in-law. 

                                                                                                                           
Dear Heavenly Father, As we remember those who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom, we 

New Membership 

In our August meeting we discussed Newsletter ads and 
memorials. Listed are prices and size of ads. 

 
For 1 month half page ad for $20. 
For 1 month full page ad for $30. 

For 1 year business card ad for $60. 
For 1 year quarter page ad for $20. 

 
Memorial at right are $25 for one year, 4 lines max. 

In our June Camp meeting we inducted two new members, from 
left to right next to Cmdr. Willis he welcomed David Poore and 

his brother Gary Poore.  
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Chaplains Corner   



Lt B. G. Willis was also at Trevillian Station.  
" Trevillian Station was one of the greatest, most fiercely contested, all around cavalry battles of the Army of Northern Virginia if 
not any army," 
Rev. W. H. Dowling wrote of Trevillian Station where the 5th SCC fought, " And on the second day, Sunday afternoon, after five 
hours, dismounted, desperate fighting, resisting eight charges, we made the Yankee bugles hush. Sheridan's plans were defeated; 
his hundreds of dead were left on the field while the rebel yell reverberated victory. The chivalry and the iron-nerve bravery dis-
played in this battle were never surpassed anywhere else. The details would fill a book, and among other memorable things is 
the fact that we had not eaten from Friday night until Monday morning. The Cavalry was mostly Baptists, Presbyterians, Method-
ists, etc., all praying type, and being loyal to the cross as well as to the Confederate flag. This is why we were never whipped, but 
only outnumbered and finally overwhelmed." 
I could not find Major R. A. Willis's obituary, but I did find Lt. B. G. Willis's. 
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OBITUARY TO THE MEMORY OF CAPTAIN WILLIS 
 

                 A Life That Was Honorable, Faithful, and True, February 13, 1842 and August 2, 1904, mark the beginning and the 
ending of the earthly life of Capt. B. G. Willis-- a life that was honorable, faithful, and true; a life that was useful and helpful in 
the home, in the community, and in the church; a life whose influences for good will long be felt in the community among all 
classes, young and old, white and colored. 
     Capt. Willis was converted in early life and joined the Methodist Church, of which he remained a faithful and useful member 
to the day of his death--more than forty years. 
     At one time he was class leader in his church, and in this capacity he rendered faithful and efficient service. Later he was ap-
pointed steward, which position he filled successfully to the close of his life. 
    On the 31st of December 1863, Mr. Willis and Miss Carrie Risher were united in marriage.  As a result of this union twelve 
children were born, of whom there are nine living. viz: Dr. R.A. Willis of Greenwood, Fla.; Dr. A. E. Willis of Apalachicola, 
Fla.; Dr. J.H. Willis of Quincy, Fla.; Mr. B. H. Willis of Bascom, Fla.; Mrs Hattie M. Shieder of Grover, Dorchester County; and 
the other four, Thomas, Lee, Lala, and Mike live near Cottageville with their mother. 
     At the beginning of the Civil War, when a mere youth, Mr. Willis enlisted in Col. William Heyward's regiment of Infantry, 
which was stationed for a short time at Bay Point.(note: Bay Point is on Edisto Island: TMA) 
     After about three months' service this regiment was forced to retreat to Hardeeville.  He then joined the Fifth South Carolina 
Cavalry, connecting himself with Company C. 
      He was first Orderly Sergeant and later promoted to a lieutenancy, which position he filled creditably to the end of the war. 
      His regiment was stationed on James Island and after remaining for sometime in the vicinity of Charleston was sent to Vir-
ginia.  Mr. Willis was in several engagements near Richmond and once was carried from the battlefield severely wounded in the 
right arm.  He was sent home on furlough where he remained until he was able to return to his regiment and resume service with 
his company. 
     He was also in the battles of Trevillian Station, Haws's Shop and Cold Harbor.  Later he was in Johnston's Army which re-
treated from Virginia through North Carolina, being closely pursued by Sherman's Army.  He was in the engagement at Benton-
ville.  His company, of which G.W. Raysor was the captain, disbanded near Hillsboro, N.C. sometime in May 1865.  

     Throughout the entire war, in those times which tried men's souls, Lieutenant Willis was faithful and true, never shirking duty, 
always holding, in a large degree, the respect and confidence of his men and officers. 
 
     He did not, like many of the young men, give up his faith in God, turn his back upon the church during the time he spent in the 
army, but came out with a positive religious experience, with an unsullied Christian character.  It is needless to attempt to give 
any elaborate account of his life.  In the community in which he lived for more than sixty years, that life has told its own story 
and left its impress upon all with whom he came in contact and touch, young and old. 
     He dearly loved children and they in turn loved him.  He knew how to get into their sympathy and confidence and never 
seemed happier than when in their company. 
     In the large crowd, which gathered to pay the last tribute of respect to the deceased, there were children, some of them very 
young and tender in years.  And at the conclusion of the funeral service when many stepped up to take a last look and drop a tear 
it was a pathetic scene, that of the children who stood around and with eyes moist with tears, looked at the face of their old friend 
who loved them and so often played with them. 
                                                                                                                                          (Continued Page 6) 
 

Commander’s Comments – Southern Cross of Honor   (Continued)�
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He did not, like many of the young men, give up his faith in God, turn his back upon the church during the time he spent in the 
army, but came out with a positive religious experience, with an unsullied Christian character.  It is needless to attempt to give 
any elaborate account of his life.  In the community in which he lived for more than sixty years, that life has told its own story 
and left its impress upon all with whom he came in contact and touch, young and old. 
     He dearly loved children and they in turn loved him.  He knew how to get into their sympathy and confidence and never 
seemed happier than when in their company. 
     In the large crowd, which gathered to pay the last tribute of respect to the deceased, there were children, some of them very 
young and tender in years.  And at the conclusion of the funeral service when many stepped up to take a last look and drop a tear 
it was a pathetic scene, that of the children who stood around and with eyes moist with tears, looked at the face of their old friend 
who loved them and so often played with them. 
    As a husband and father, Capt. Willis was devoted and true; as a friend and neighbor, he was reliable and sincere; as a Chris-
tian and an official of his church, he was earnest and faithful. 
     He has left his children, his family and his friends the legacy of a good name, an honorable life, and untarnished Christian 
character. 
      He will be missed in the home, in the community and in the church.  We are glad that his life was spent in this community 
that we have known him and been associated with him.  He helped to make others happy and his community better.  Yes, he did 
good things, not dream them all daylong, and so helped to make life, death and that vast forever one grand sweet song. 
 

CHRONOLOGY OF BENJAMIN GODFREY WILLIS’ AND THE FIFT H S C 
CAVALRY REGIMENT’S SERVICE IN THE WAR BETWEEN THE S TATES 

 
Benjamin Godfrey Willis served in the Company C, 5th Regiment of the South Carolina Calvary.  He was Orderly Ser-

geant, Commanding the Company, for most of the war and was promoted to 1st Lieutenant towards the end of the war.   
 From the date of organization on January 18, 1863 until it disbanded near the South Carolina line on April 27, 1865, the 

Fifth Regiment of the South Carolina Cavalry was reduced from 1200 to 150 men still answering muster. In other words, about 
seven out of eight men who started were not with the unit regiment when it disbanded. From May 16, 1864 at Drewy's Bluff until 
October 27, 1864 at Burgess Mill, the 5th SCC lost over 400 men and officers not including 50 captured.  
The Regiment like many other Confederate units, usually fought against severe odds, many times the Federal units were fresh 
and had twice the number of men or more.  Almost always the Federals were better equipped and rationed. Considering the odds, 
this regiment had an amazing war record.  

The 5th Regiment and its predecessor units performed duty on the coast of S C from          November 16, 1861 until 
April 1864 when it was ordered to Virginia and saw only light action until then.  The Regiment's primary fighting was from April 
to November 1864 in the Richmond-Petersburg areas of Virginia and from January until the end of the war in April 1865 in SC 
and NC. 

It was in almost daily contact with General Grant’s troops from May 16th to October 27, 1864 and with General 
Sherman’s Army from February 17th until the end of the war. 

BG Willis was at Cold Harbor with the 5th SCC, which was the first Confederate unit to engage the enemy.  The Feder-
als lost 12,000 men during this battle and it was the one Grant said he wished he hadn’t fought.  BG Willis was also at Trevillian 
Station, which was the largest pure cavalry battle of the war.   

B. G. Willis was wounded at least three times, once by his own troops.  He was Orderly Sergeant and later Lieutenant of 
Company C, Fifth Regiment SCC.  This company was from Colleton County. The Fifth Regiment never surrendered.  It dis-
banded in N.C. near the S.C. line on April 27, 1865.  B.G. Willis was with the Regiment at that time.  He was twenty-three years 
old. 
 

We all had a nice day and a good time for all attending to talk and visit with one another.  

Commander’s Comments – Southern Cross of Honor  (continued)�



Summerville Home Guard  
Summerville Home Guard is the 
temporary name for our reenact-
ment group. This has been chosen 
until more research into a name 
that is more historically correct. If 
anyone is interested in being a part 
of this group, contact Mark Clark at 
871-9636 or cell at 514-2174. The 
next meeting for the group will be 
at 5:30 prior to our next camp 
meeting July 26th. 

   News Index 

  Camp Raffle�
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Camp Meeting August 23rd 
Come on Out!               

Masonic Lodge, Main St. Summerville, 6:30 pm 

SCV National Convention 
Three members have signed up to 
attend the SCV National Conven-
tion in Mobil, Alabama. A motion 
was made and passed for the camp 
to assist in a $600 donation for the 
members to attend the convention. 
If anyone would like to attend 
please follow this link http://
scvsemmes.org/2007convention.
shtml to get info on attending. 

Corporate Sponsorship      
Donation 

Timothy Hilton made a corporate 
sponsorship donation in the 
amount of $100 to the SCV.  

Thanks Tim 

 
Camp Directory 

A motion was made to start a camp 
directory with photos of all mem-
bers and a brief description of his 
profession. I have already acquired 
a few photos and they are; Basil 
Ammons, Bob McQuillan, Brain 
Calhoun, Cecil Buddin, Mike 
McDaniel, Wally Gunter, Will 
Buddin and our associate members 
in Austria.  

 
There are three options you can use 
to send me a photo: Digital photo 
in an email, photo sent to me via 
postal to Charles Mathisen, 107 
Ravenwood Ct, Sumv, SC 29485, 
or at a Camp meeting. I will have 
my digital camera and we can take 
it before or after the meeting. 

Camp nametags are available for 
$2.50 and if anyone is interested in 
having one contact Cmdr. Willis. 

MORT KUNSTLER'S "WAYSIDE FAREWELL" 
S & N, ARTIST PROOF, BEAUTIFULLY FRAMED 

TO BE RAFFLED BY THE SONS OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS H . L. 
HUNLEY CAMP #143 

TICKETS ARE $2.00 EACH OR 3 TICKETS FOR $5.00 ONLY 3,000 TICKETS 
BEING SOLD. DRAWING TO BE HELD AT CONCLUSION OF TIC KET SALES 
OR AT OUR DECEMBER 2007 MEETING, WHICH EVER COMES FIRST. YOU 

NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN. The proceeds are design ed to provide 
scholarships for our students in High School. 

Get your Tickets from Ben Bunting.  


