
By David Mitchell   
 
The Confederate States of America dollar 
was first issued into circulation in April 1861, 
when the Confederacy was only two months 
old, and on the eve of the outbreak of the 
Civil War. 
Notes were ultimately issued in $.10, $.50, $1, 
$2, $5, $10, $20, $50, $100, $500, and $1000 
denominations with a variety of designs, issu-
ers and redeemable obligations. The total 
amount of currency issued under the various 
acts of the Confederate Congress totaled $1.7 
billion. Bills were released in 72 different 
note "types" in seven "series" between 1861 
and 1865. 
At first, Confederate currency was accepted 
throughout the South as a medium of ex-
change with high purchasing power. As the 
conflict progressed, however, confidence in the ultimate success waned, the amount of paper 
money increased, and their dates of redemption were extended further into the future. The in-
evitable result was depreciation of the currency, and soaring prices characteristic of inflation. 
For example, by the end of the conflict, a cake of soap could sell for as much as $50 and an or-
dinary suit of clothes was $2,700. Near the end of the war, the currency became practically 
worthless as a medium of exchange. When the Confederacy ceased to exist as a political entity 
at the end of the conflict, the money lost all value as fiat currency.   
Owing to the vast number of Confederate notes and varietals, not to mention the fact that 
Southern states and banks could issue their own notes, counterfeiting was a major problem for 
the Confederacy. Many of these contemporary counterfeits are known today and can be worth 
as much to a collector as a real note. 
 
Designs 
The South, being limited in skilled engravers and printers as well as secure printing facilities, 
often had to make do with unrelated designs in early bank note issues. Some such were abstract 
depictions of mythological gods and goddesses. Southern themes did prevail with designs of 
African-American slaves, naval ships, and historical figures, including George Washington. 
Images of slaves oftentimes had them depicted as smiling or happily carrying about their work. 
Since most of the engravers and bank plates were in the North, Southern printers had to lift by 
offset or lithographic process scenes that had been used on whatever notes they had access to. 
Many variations in plates, printing and papers also appear in most of the issues, due in large 
part to the limits on commerce resulting from the Union embargo of Confederate ports. 
Later note issues pictured notable Southern politicians, military leaders, and citizens. Some 
Southerners who appeared on CSA currency included Jefferson Davis, Alexander Stephens, 
Lucy Pickens, George Randolph, and Stonewall Jackson. 

(Continued page 2) 
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Signatures 
C.S.A. notes were hand signed, with exception to the 50 cent issues that had the printed signatures of Robert Tyler and Edward 
C. Elmore. The first six notes issued were hand signed by the Register and Treasurer themselves. While hand signatures were 
considered an anti-counterfeiting tool, the sheer number of bills being produced could not reasonably be signed individually by 
two men each. Women clerks were often hired to sign "for Register" and "for Treasurer"; up to 200 clerks were eventually hired 
for each. 
 
Coinage 
As the Civil War continued, the cost of the war loomed large. Any precious metals 
available in the South often made their way to Europe to procure war goods. But 
the CSA did manage to mint a few coins. In 1861, Mr. Robert Lovett Jr. of Phila-
delphia was commissioned to design, engrave, and make a one cent piece for the 
Confederacy. He used the Liberty Head for the obverse. Using nickel, he made a 
few samples, of which only 12 are currently known to exist. Fearing prosecution 
for aiding the enemy, he stopped his work, and hid the coins and dies in his cellar. 
The original dies were purchased later and used to make re-strikes. 
Unknown until 1879, the Confederacy did strike a half dollar at the New Orleans 
Mint. Only 504 coins are known to have been made; 500 of those were sold, the reverses smoothed down and re-struck with the 
Confederate die. Those are known as re-strikes. Four originals, minted on a hand press, were used as test specimens and distrib-
uted to government officials for approval. 

 
   
    CSA 50¢ note depicting President Jefferson Davis, 1863. 

 
 

 
 
  
 .  

Confederate Currency�
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SCV CHARGE�

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we submit the vindication of 
the cause for which we fought; to your strength will be given the de-
fense of the Confederate soldier's good name, the guardianship of his 
history, the emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of those princi-
ples he loved and which made him glorious and which you also cher-
ish. Remember it is your duty to see that the true history of the South 

is presented to future generations."  
 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Cmdr General, United Confederate Veterans, New Orleans, LA, April 25, 1906 



PAGE 3 THE BLUE LANTERN  VOLUM E I I I ,  ISSUE XXI                                                                     

Here an account of The Battle of Secessionville. The men showed their spirit and bravery here 
and all across the Confederacy for the duration of the War. 
 

June 16, 1862 
                                             The Battle of Secessionville 
In 1862, Charleston Harbor was in the grips of the Federal Navy's blockade, they were trying to 
find a way to land troops to assault Charleston by land. A slave, Robert Smalls, who was a pilot 
aboard an inland steamer, the PLANTER, stole the ship on May 12th and ran it past the Con-
federate forts out to the Federal fleet blockading Charleston harbor. With the ship, he also 
brought news that the Confederates had abandoned Cole's and Battery Islands. This opened the 
way for Federal troops to be landed on the southeastern end of James Island, and the path to 
attempt an assault on Charleston.  
 
Major General David Hunter was in command of the Federal forces for the Department of the 
South. He had already planned to attack Charleston from the south, and the opportunity was 

now at hand. He assembled and landed two divisions supported by Federal gunboats on the southeastern end of James Island on 
the 2nd of June, from here he had planned to advance toward Charleston along the Stono River. Placed in charge of the Federal 
forces was Brig. Gen. Henry W. Benham; his left flank division commander was Brig. Gen. Horatio G. Wright, commanding 
three brigades (3100 men); his main assault force was commanded by Brig. Gen. Isaac I. Stevens, having two brigades totaling 
3200 men.  
 
Meeting light resistance through several skirmishes between June 2 and June 12, Hunter was convinced that he was outnumbered 
and needed more men before making any further assaults. Benham was left with the instructions from Hunter, "You will make no 
attempt to advance on Charleston or to attack Fort Johnson until you are largely reinforced or until you receive specific instruc-
tions from these headquarters."  
 
Meanwhile, Major Gen. John C. Pemberton, commander of the Confederate forces defending Charleston, seeing that the Federal 
preparations for advancement onto James Island was underway, redeployed three batteries to the island and ordered the additional 
building of earthworks to defend the approaches up the island. He placed Brig. Gen. Nathan George Evans, a South Carolinian, in 
command of the James Island defenses.  
 
One of the new earthwork defenses, ordered to be built, was a fort at Secessionville. In command of this fort was Colonel T. G. 
Lamar, with his 750 men. The fort was built in a rough shape of an "M", bordered on each side by marsh. The nine cannon de-
fending the fort consisted of: an 8-inch Columbiad in the center flanked on either side with a 24-pounder rifled gun, a 24-pound 
smoothbore, and an 18-pounder. At another battery to his northern flank he had an additional two 24-pounders; these two guns 
had not received their gun crews. Within a two hour march, Gen. Evans had placed in reserve three regiments of infantry (2000 
men), to be used if necessary to support any action on the island. 
 
On the 15th of June Gen. Benham laid plans for the Union forces to make an early morning surprise attack on the Secessionville 
fort, a "reconnaissance in force" as he so called it. He would use approximately 3500 of his troops to make a frontal assault be-
fore daybreak, attacking to two structured waves. During that day and throughout the night Col. Lamar had his troops working on 
shoring up the fort's defenses. Col. Lamar finally dismissed his men at 4:00 am. By this time the union forces comprising the 8th 
Michigan, the 7th Connecticut, 28th Massachusetts and 79th New York Highlanders were on the move, supposedly at the double-
quick, advancing on the fort. However, advancing through the darkness, the troops had to negotiate through two hedge rows and 
open cotton fields now knee-deep in weeds. This resulted in breaking up the initial federal lines and slowing the advance. As the 
field narrowed approaching the fort the left side of the union front was pushed into the marsh and got bogged down in the mud. It 
also compressed the Union center, slowing the advance such that the second wave ran into the first complicating the advance 
even more.  
 
The Confederate advanced pickets were overrun about 5:00 am, this activity alerted the defenders. Col. Lamar mounted the para-
pet to observe the Union front about 700 yards and closing. He immediately dispatched couriers to Gen. Evans, who was five 
miles away at Fort Johnson with the reserves. As the defenders rushed to their stations, Col. Lamar took personal command of the 
8 inch-Columbiad. The Union lines were within two hundred yards of the fort, Lamar order the Columbiad to fire; grapeshot, 
nails, iron chain and glass blasted from the cannon directly at the Union center, tearing a great hole through the Federal lines. The 

Commanders Comments�



Battle of Secessionville had commenced.  
 
Col. Lamar sharply ordered all gun commanders into action and moved the infantry into place firing volleys as they came onto 
line. The 8th Mich. on the Union right, was now clambering up the face of the fort followed by the 7th Conn. troops and soon 
after the 28th Mass. The arrival of Confederate reinforcements drove the Federal assault force back from the parapet when the 
Confederate defense was on the verge of collapse due to casualties on the critical gun crews. The Federals came under severe fire 
from three sides as they advanced up the fort walls, only to be ordered to fall back to regroup after suffering heavy casualties. 
Meanwhile the 79th NY on the Union left actually mounted the fort's parapet and were engaged in hand-to-hand combat with the 
Rebs, when the Union artillery, located at the River's house, opened fire on that fort breaking up the Union attack and forcing the 
79th to withdraw. As the first Federal wave collapsed and retreated they hampered the second wave from attacking.  
 
The Federals fell back to the protection of the hedge-rows to reformed their lines. They were to make two more unsuccessful as-
saults before a general withdraw was ordered. While the main assault was taking place the 3rd New Hampshire was attempting a 
flanking maneuver from the federal left. Their assault brought them to within several yards of the flank of the fort, but they could 
not make a full assault due to the water and pluff mud that proved to be impassable. They proceeded to assault the fort from 
across the marsh driving the defenders from the parapets. The two 24-pounders Lamar set up on his right flank were still silent, 
even though the new gun crews were on line. Lt. Col. Ellison Capers of the 24th SC infantry was sent up to the position to deter-
mine the problem. The gun crew, although an artillery unit, had never been trained in firing a cannon before and did not know 
what to do. Capers sprang into action loading and firing the piece himself, while training the gun crew. Meanwhile 250 men of 
the 4th LA Battalion arrived from their encampment 2-1/2 miles away to shore up the confederate flank and pour a decimating 
fire into the 3rd NH troops, causing the Union force to fall back.  
 
By 9:00 am the Battle was over. The Federals had sustained 689 casualties, of which 107 dead. Whereas the Confederates real-
ized 207 casualties with 52 killed. Had the Federals captured Battery Lamar they would have flanked the harbor defenses and 
might have forced the abandonment of Charleston by the Confederacy, cut the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad and established a 
base for operations into the interior which might have ended the war two years sooner.    
 
Resource: Vincent J. Simonowicz                 ����������  

The Battle of Secessionville 
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The Ghost Walk in Magnolia Cemetery 
The H. L. Hunley Camp# 143 performed again their "Christmas Letter" scene at The Ghost Walk in Magnolia Cemetery on Oc-
tober 12th and 13th . There were many favorable comments from the onlookers about our scene. One in particular, a Para-Medic 
from New York said, " I thought the scene was awesome."  
I want to thank Hunley Camp members Chuck Botts, Woody Brown, Chip Brown, David Mitchell, Mark Clark, Bobby Miller, 
and Tim Hilton for their time and efforts in making this event a success. We also had the help of Kathleen Metts, Gail 
Weatherford, and her daughter, Michele Weatherford. These three ladies provided great support to our scene with their acting 
abilities were superb. Once again, I want to thank you all for making this a great success.  
Thank you all for your continued support of the camp and in recuiting new camp members. The success of the camp has always 
been in the hands of our camp members.  
Here is a quote I ran across and thought y'all might like it. 
 
"Boys, he's not much for looks, but if we'd had him we wouldn't be caught in this trap." 
- A captured Union soldier described Stonewall Jackson in this own way                                  ����������  
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�Camp Commander................ Mr. Joe Willis 
e-mail to: banjoman47@yahoo.com  

1st Lt. Commander.................. Mr. David Mitchell 
e-mail to: loganmitchell@aol.com  

2nd Lt. Commander................. Mr. Woody Brown 
e-mail to: wbrown4747@aol.com  

3rd Lt. Commander................. Mr. Timothy Hilton 
e-mail to: tim3nat@aol.com  

Adjutant................................ Mr. James(Rick) Andrews 
e-mail to: randsummv975@aol.com  

Judge Advocate....................... Mr. Walter M. Bailey 
e-mail to: baileywalterm@yahoo.com 

Treasurer.............................. Mr. John N. Couch 
e-mail to: john@johncouchtaxservice.com 

Parliamentarian..........................Mr. Lonnie Rowell 
Color Sgt............................... Mr. Charles A. Botts 

e-mail to: chuckiereb@aol.com  
Quartermaster.............................. Mr. Homer M. Thompson 

Surgeon................ Mr. Lawrence G. Jameson 
e-mail to: L2Jameson@aol.com 

Historian & Scrapbook................ Mr. Woodrow (Chip) Brown Jr 
e-mail to: CHIB4@aol.com 

Webmaster an Editor........................... Mr. Charles K. Mathisen 
e-mail to: CharlesMathisen@HLHUNLEYCAMP143.COM 

Chaplain........................ Mr. Sidney( Monty) Jones 
e-mail to: mjonesdorchester@aol.com  

2007 Officers                                                          SCV Div Pledges 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tommy Hennessee is out newest member to 
be inducted into the Camp. Monty Jones 
(left) administers the SCV oath.  
Tom braces (above) as his wife Sabra at-
taches the SCV pin to his shirt.  
Tom is a specialist in Long Term Care Insur-

ance. His hobbies are reading and history. He learned of the SCV and the HL Hunley Camp at the 
Flowertown Festival.  His ancestor is Elijah Grissom, 22nd Battalion, Tennessee Infantry. We wel-
come Tom to the SCV and the HL Hunley Camp 143. 

New Member Inducted 

 
 

 
 
 

Salute to the Confederate Flag 
I salute the Confederate Flag with affection, 
reverence, and undying remembrance to the 
cause for which it stands. 

 
 
 
 
 

Salute to the South Carolina Flag 
I salute the flag of South Carolina and pledge to 
the Palmetto State love, loyalty, and faith. 

 
 
 
 
 

I Pledge Allegiance to the flag of the United 
States of America and to the Republic for 
which it stands, one Nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.  



Charleston, South Carolina - Saturday, October 20, 2007 
Honor the 200th anniversary of the birth of General Robert E. Lee at the Second 
Grande Palmetto Confederate Ball, at the Town & Country Inn, 200 Savannah High-
way. 7:00 p.m.-midnight. Sponsored by the Ladies of Charleston Chapter No. 4, 
United Daughters of the Confederacy. $60 per person, includes a dinner of "low-
country fare. "A dance workshop will be held at 2:00 p.m. Reservations required; no 
tickets will be sold at the door. Send a check-made out to Charleston Chapter #4, 
UDC-to Carolyn B. Arnold, 106 Pelican Lane, Teal on the Ashley, Summerville, SC 
29485-6314. For more information, call Mrs. Arnold at 843-851-6693. 
Because of this late notice, call Carolyn Arnold now. She will be able to OK pay-
ment at the door if you desire to attend.  
. 

�
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In our August meeting we discussed Newsletter ads and 
memorials. Listed are prices and size of ads. 

 
For 1 month half page ad for $20. 
For 1 month full page ad for $30. 

For 1 year business card ad for $60. 
For 1 year quarter page ad for $20. 

 
Memorial at right are $25 for one year, 4 lines max. 

Newsletter Ads                                                     Memorials 

2007 Grande Palmetto Confederate Ball  

   
Dear Compatriot  
  
Fort Sumter Camp 1269 Sons of Confederate Veterans would like to place a notice in your organization’s publication for our an-
nual Confederate History Essay Contest. The contest is open to all High School students and notices, this year’s topic, and details 
will be going out in the near future.  Prizes include a U.S. Saving Bond, publication of the winning essay in the Charleston Mer-
cury, and subscriptions to The Confederate Veteran   magazine for the winner and the winning student’s school library. Lesser 
prizes will be awarded for the 2nd and 3rd place essays. 
  
Since we want our announcements for the contest to reach as many entrants as possible, your support is most appreciated and 
helpful. Please provide information with any details regarding format, publication deadlines prior to next February, and charges 
for publication. 
  
I am looking forward to hearing from you and again thank you for your help. 
  
Sincerely 
Michael Lee Willson 
843-556-0828 Telephone and Fax 
randmw@knology.net 
 
. 
 

Confederate History Essay Contest 



FIRETRAIL will screen Sunday, October 21, 2 p.m. at the Palmetto Grande Theatre at the Town Center shopping center in Mt. 
Pleasant. 
Released August 25 at Augusta, Ga., Firetrail continued to pack theatres in Aiken, Hampton and Columbia, South Carolina. 
Reviewers say: “Genuinely accurate… stunning and refreshing,” Timm Manning, Jr., Southern Partisan; “”Superbly directed…
An excellent plot of love, suspense, survival and the ravages of war…” Martin Clanton Banfield, The Light of the Lowcountry 
Magazine. 
 
Firetrail is a three-hour epic motion picture that follows a group of Confederate cavalry during the last two months of the War 
Between the States. Filmed on location in South Carolina, including Lexington, Beech Island, St. George, Jackson, Appleton, 
Branchville, Gifford, and at the Secessionville Battle reenactment at Boone Hall, Mt. Pleasant, as well as the Battle of Aiken, 
Battle for Columbia and Battle of Broxton Bridge reenactments. 
 
"Firetrail" is based on the novel of the same name by Lydia Hawke. This is the film shoot that burned the set at the Columbia 
reenactment in May of 2006 and burned the bridge at the Battle of Aiken in 2007. 
 
"Firetrail" is a PG-13 level motion picture. It does contain mild language and some realistic depictions of wartime violence. For 
more information, video trailers and photos from the film please visit www.lydiahawke.us (the author's web site). 
 
You may pre-order the deluxe DVD of "Firetrail" now, which includes special features such as the trailer, cast interviews and 
director's commentary.  
The cost is $20 (includes shipping) and the DVD will be shipped in October.  
Please note that this is a factory-produced item, not a computer-burned DVD. 
To order the "Firetrail" DVD online, go to www.lydiahawke.us 
To order the "Firetrail" DVD by check, make payable to: Lydia Filzen, 13 Robin Rd, Orange Park, Fl. 32073 Civil War novels 
FIRETRAIL, now a feature movie! and PERFECT DISGUISE soon to be a movie. http://www.lydiahawke.us 
SILENT WITNESS. Agility Suspense Unleashed, at http://www.lydiafilzen.us 
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· Oct 20th  -  Second Grande Palmetto 
Confederate Ball 

· Oct 25th  -  Camp meeting Masonic 
Lodge 

· Oct 25th - Nov 3rd  -  Coastal Carolia 
Fair 

· Nov 3rd  -  Black Powder Shoot at Kiz-
ers Farm St. George. 

· Nov 9th  -  11th  - Battle of Sucession-
ville. 

· Nov 21st   -  Camp meeting Masonic 
Lodge. 

 

Firetrail Screening 



Compatriots, 

November 1st, which is the deadline for submittal of dues, is drawing close.  
Persons not paying by that date will be considered delinquent.  Please remit your 
dues to me by October 25th so that I will have time to send them in prior to the 
deadline.  If you have circumstances where you require more time, please call 
me.  We can work it out. 
         We are now one hundred and eight voting members strong and growing.  
There is strength in numbers.  	�
���
����� �

Did You Know 

 
Ulysses S. Grant was not his real name. 

 
His real name was Hiram Ulysses Grant. He changed it because he didn't want to enter West Point with 
initials like H.U.G. He was named Hiram, after his grandfather, and Ulysses, after the hero in Greek my-
thology. 
 
When Congressman Thomas Hamer filed Grant's application to West Point, he thought Grant's first name 
was Ulysses and assumed the middle name would be Simpson, Grant's mother's maiden name. Grant had 
already been using the name Ulysses Hiram Grant, supposedly to avoid the H.U.G. monogram.  
 
Ulysses spent his 16th year at a boarding school in Maysville, KY. By the time he returned home, his fa-
ther had decided to send him to school at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, NY., and had secured 
an appointment there with the help of a political acquaintance. Ulysses had no interest whatsoever in a 
military life and had a great fear of flunking out. When he arrived at West Point, he was 17 years old, 

stood 5'1', and weighed 120 pounds. His name was changed forever when he enrolled. He tried to reverse his names and enroll as 
Ulysses Hiram Grant, but the appointment had already been made erroneously in the name of Ulysses S. Grant because the con-
gressman who had appointed him thought his middle name was his mother's maiden name. Unable to correct the error, Grant 
took the new name as his own.  
 
Ulysses arrived at West Point and discovered that the congressman who appointed him, in doubt about his name, had used his 
middle name first and had used his mother's maiden name (Simpson) for a middle name. Officers insisted that Ulysses S. Grant 
had been appointed to West Point, Ulysses Hiram Grant had not. In time, Ulysses accepted U. S. Grant as his true name, insisting 
that his middle initial stood for 'nothing.' His family and Ohio friends continued to call him Ulysses the other cadets nicknamed 
him 'Uncle Sam' for his initials, soon shortened it to 'Sam. 
 
Now you know.' 
 
Submitted by Hubert Haas 
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From Our Adjutant Adjutants Message 

Ulysses S. Grant  
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Camp Meeting October 25th 

Come on Out!               
Masonic Lodge, Main St. Summerville, 6:30 pm 

Summerville Home Guard  
Black Powder Shoot 
Date: November 3rd 2007 

Location: Kizer Farm St. 
George, SC 

Starts:  8:30 am 

Bring covered dish! 

No live rounds, may have a 
little fight if enough guns. 
For further information call 
Charles Kizer at 843-563-
3779 or Mark Clark at 514-
2174. 

Direction: Turn on Deep 
Woods Rd. off Hwy 15 near 
Rosinville. Look for large 
white Edisto gas tank. Stay 
on Deep Woods Rd. till it 
ends. Look for signs. 

Map at right from I-26. 


