
By Rick Hatcher  
 

At the August 23, 2007, meet-
ing, Fort Sumter National 
Monument Historian Rick 
Hatcher presented a power 
point program on the 1863-65 
Siege of Charleston. The fol-
lowing is an outline of the 
highlights of his program. 
 

On December 26, 1860, six 
days after South Carolina de-
clared its secession, U.S. Army 
Major Robert Anderson aban-
doned the indefensible Fort 
Moultrie and secretly relocated 
his two companies (87 men, 10 
of them musicians) of the 1st 
U.S. Artillery, to Fort Sumter. 
Included in this number were 3 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
officers, so technically there were 84 members of the 1st US Artillery. The other 40 were 
civilian Corps of Engineer employees who volunteered to stay at Ft. Sumter and help prepare 
its defenses. He thought that providing a stronger defense would delay a Rebel attack.  Two 
observation here: 1st – There were no “Rebels’ yet. As SC was the first state to secede using the 
term “Rebel” is a bit premature. 2nd- While Anderson thought Ft. Sumter was a more defensible 
position, he was also doing what he thought was best to avoid an incident, or incidents, that 
could result in war and provide for the safety of his command. Over the next few months, re-
peated calls for Union surrender from Confederate Brigadier General P.G.T. Beauregard were 
ignored, and Union attempts to re-supply and reinforce the garrison were rebuffed. Gov. 
Pickens called for the evacuation (“surrender”) of the fort until the formation of the 
Confederacy in Feb. 1861. Then after Beauregard’s arrival in March 1861, he took up this 
issue.  
 

On April 12, 1861, at 4:30 a.m., Confederate batteries opened fire, firing for 34 straight hours, 
on the fort. It has been said that Edmund Ruffin, a soldier and secessionist from Virginia, fired 
the first shot, although that is under some debate. Ruffin was not a soldier but an honorary 
member of the Palmetto Guard. The first shot came from a 10-inch mortar at Ft. Johnson. 
Ruffin was on Morris Island. The garrison returned fire, but it was ineffective, since Major 
Anderson did not allow his men to use cannons that had a high possibility of being hit by the 
Confederate attack. On April 13, the fort surrendered and was evacuated. The bombardment 
ended on the 13th and the surrender/evacuation was on the 14th. 
 

When the Civil War started there were only 7 states in the Confederacy and Charleston was the 
2nd largest city in the Confederacy.  Charleston because of its strategic location was the major  
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seaport along the South Atlantic coast in the new country.  The survival of Charleston was very important to the South for 
several reasons such as trade with foreign countries, the Confederacy’s first shot heard around the world in its war for 
independence, and the signing of the ordinance of secession from United States. With it’s strategic location the fortification 
of Charleston was vital.  
 
The first major confrontation and action against the deep South was at South Carolina’s Port Royal in Nov. 1861. 
This was followed by the Battle of Shiloh April 6, 1862. In early March, General Halleck responded by ordering General 
Grant to advance his Union Army of West Tennessee on an invasion up the Tennessee River. Occupying Pittsburg Landing, 
Grant entertained no thought of a Confederate attack. Halleck's instructions were that following the arrival of General Buell's 
Army of the Ohio from Nashville, Grant would advance south in a joint offensive to seize the Memphis & Charleston Rail-
road, the Confederacy's only east-west all weather supply route that linked the lower Mississippi Valley to cities on the Con-
federacy's east coast.  
 

The next confrontation was the attack on Fort Pulaski, built by the U.S. Army before the Civil War. It is located near the 
mouth of the Savannah River, blocking upriver access to Savannah. On February 19, 1862, Brig. Gen. Thomas W. Sherman 
ordered Captain Quincy A. Gillmore, an engineer officer, to take charge of the forces and begin the bombardment and capture 
of the fort. Gillmore emplaced artillery on Tybee Island southeast of the fort and began the bombardment on April 10. Colo-
nel Charles H. Olmstead Commander of Fort Pulaski refused to surrender the fort. Within hours, Gillmore’s rifled artillery 
had breached the southeast scarp of the fort, and he continued to exploit it. Olmstead surrendered after 2:00 pm on April 11, 
1862. This move blockaded another strategic port in the South.  
 

In Virginia the main eastern Union army was the Army of the Potomac, commanded by George McClellan. These forces 
were charged with protecting Washington, D.C. and shutting down the Confederate eastern army under Joseph E. Johnston. 
Johnston commanded at this time. Lee did not have command until after Johnston was wounded in the battle of Seven Pines. 
Richmond was in jeopardy and General Maxcy Gregg’s brigade was transferred from the South Carolina coast to help 
protect the capital. 
 

As a result of these major events, the commander of the Dept. of South Carolina, Georgia, and east Florida, General John C. 
Pemberton can no longer hold his four  major defensive positions along the coast. Georgetown is evacuated and also the de-
fensive positions at the Stono River. He no longer has the troops and considers abandoning Charleston‘s defenses. When Lee 
hears of this, he wrote Gen. Pemberton on May 29, 1862 instructing him to concentrate his efforts in defending Charleston 
and Savannah, spare no expense. Charleston and Savannah is to be defended to the last extremity and if the harbors are taken 
we are to fight street-by-street and house-by-house as long as we have a foot of ground to stand on. This is what General Lee 
thought of the importance of Charleston. 
 

Later the federal ships position themselves off Charleston and blockaded the 
harbor. On July 10, 1863 the longest siege of the Civil War begins and continues 
until February 17th, 1865 (587 days).  The US Army and Navy started the 
siege with a bombardment of Confederate positions on the south end of 
Morris Island.  After landing on Morris  Island from Folly Island US infantry  
move to capture Battery Wagner. From Morris Island the federals set up posi-
tions to pound Fort Sumter into submission. The federals believe once Fort Sum-
ter is knocked out of action the Navy can enter Charleston harbor, shell the city 
and force its capitulation.  
 

By this time, Vicksburg is lost and the entire Mississippi river is under full control by the federals. General Beauregard has to 
find help somewhere and he knows about the diving boat (Hunley). The Hunley was in Mobile so he asked the commander 
there to please send it to Charleston. The commander agreed and in August 1863 it was sent by rail to Charleston. What is so 
remarkable is that it arrived in Charleston in five days. Later as we know it was put into action against the federal ship 
USS Housatonic on February 17th, 1864.  
 

Finally when Gen. Sherman’s forces capture and burn Columbia on Feb. 17, 1865 the Confederates in Charleston were 
caught between the federal forces. That night the Confederates evacuated the city and its defenses. The federates move in 
on Feb. 18, 1865 and that ends the siege on Charleston. 

 
  
 .  
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Camp Commander................ Mr. Joe Willis 
e-mail to: banjoman47@yahoo.com  

1st Lt. Commander.................. Mr. David Mitchell 
e-mail to: loganmitchell@aol.com  

2nd Lt. Commander................. Mr. Woody Brown 
e-mail to: wbrown4747@aol.com  

3rd Lt. Commander................. Mr. Timothy Hilton 
e-mail to: tim3nat@aol.com  

Adjutant................................ Mr. James(Rick) Andrews 
e-mail to: randsummv975@aol.com  

Judge Advocate....................... Mr. Walter M. Bailey 
e-mail to: baileywalterm@yahoo.com 

Treasurer.............................. Mr. John N. Couch 
e-mail to: john@johncouchtaxservice.com 

Parliamentarian..........................Mr. Lonnie Rowell 
Color Sgt............................... Mr. Charles A. Botts 

e-mail to: chuckiereb@aol.com  
Quartermaster.............................. Mr. Homer M. Thompson 

Surgeon................ Mr. Lawrence G. Jameson 
e-mail to: L2Jameson@aol.com 

Historian & Scrapbook................ Mr. Woodrow (Chip) Brown Jr 
e-mail to: CHIB4@aol.com 

Webmaster an Editor........................... Mr. Charles K. Mathisen 
e-mail to: CharlesMathisen@HLHUNLEYCAMP143.COM 

Chaplain........................ Mr. Sidney( Monty) Jones 
e-mail to: mjonesdorchester@aol.com  

Upcoming Events 

2007 Officers 
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SCV CHARGE 
"To you, Sons of Confederate Vet-
erans, we submit the vindication 
of the cause for which we fought; 
to your strength will be given the 
defense of the Confederate sol-
dier's good name, the guardian-
ship of his history, the emulation 
of his virtues, the perpetuation of 

those principles he loved and 
which made him glorious and 

which you also cherish. Remem-
ber it is your duty to see that the 
true history of the South is pre-
sented to future generations."  

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee,  
Commander General, 
United Confederate Veterans, 
New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906 

September 21-22 - The Tenth Annual Symposium on South Carolina Civil War History 2007 Colum-
bia, SC. Registration. 
September 22 - 4th Annual PAW-KER RUN Dorchester Shrine Club Hwy. 61 .5 off Alt 17 S, Sum-
merville, SC. Entry Fee $20 per person. Registration:10 AM, Run Time: 11 AM. For more information 
call 871-3820. 
September 27th - Camp meeting Masonic Lodge 6:30PM. 
September 29th - 3rd Annual Confederate Heritage Ride. 

October 12 & 13th - Confederate Ghost Walk. 
October 25th - Camp meeting Masonic Lodge 6:30PM. 
October 25th - Nov. 3rd - The 50th anniversary of the Coastal Carolina Fair. See Chuck Botts if you 
would like to volunteer for this event. 
Nov. 3rd - Summerville Home Guard black powder shoot on Charles Kizer’s property in Ridgeville. 
It is set up to start at 8:30 or 9 and go until all have had a chance to shoot and also have a pot luck 
lunch. Call Mark at home; 873-7827 or email him; markclark@surfbest.net.  
November 9th, 10th, & 11th - Battle of Secessionville  
November 24 & 25 - Land and Sky Gun Show will be at the Exchange Club Park. 

Sept 29th  - 9 am cleanup at Boone Hill Cemetery . Tools for cutting grass needed. 
Contact Larry Jameson 729-9872. 



Newsletter Ads                                                     Memorials 

Mark Thomas  - Mark learned about us from a friend at St. Paul’s 
Church. Mark is an Accountant and Finance Manager at DynCorp Interna-
tional. Mark and his wife Gray live in Summerville. Mark’s hobbies are 
genealogy and bird photography. Mark’s ancestor is his 2nd great grand-
father  Pvt. Willis Norris Autry, Co. C, Johnson Guards, 44th Reg. Geor-
gia Volunteers, Doles Brigade, Rhodes Div.  

Archie W. Muckenfuss Jr  - Archie heard about the camp 
through friends. He is retired CSX railroad employee. Archie and his wife 
Virginia live in Ridgeville and they love classic cars and NASCAR. 
Archie’s ancestor is Pvt. George P. Muckenfuss Co. 6, 11th Inf. Ridge-
ville, SC. 

Archie W. Muckenfuss III  - Archie, like his Dad, loves NAS-
CAR and also enjoys football and baseball. He is not married and lives in 
Ridgeville. He is a Contractor and his ancestor is Pvt. George P. Mucken-
fuss Co. 6, 11th Inf. Ridgeville, SC. 

Ed Schwacke  - Ed recently retired from Federal Service after work-
ing 17 years at the Charleston Naval Shipyard and 12 years at Fort Bragg 
as the Environmental Restoration Clean-up Manager. Ed and Cris, his 
wife of 32 years, live in Hollywood. Originally from the Charleston area, 
Ed returned after retirement and loves the peace and quiet of country liv-
ing. He learned of the SCV from his brother-in-law, Charles Mathisen, 
Hunley Camp Webmaster. He loves to work with wood, fish in his pond, 
and spend quality retirement time with his family. Ed’s ancestor is George 
Samuel Briley Huggins Co.K, 6th South Carolina Infantry. 1831-1915.  
George fought in and was wounded at the Battle of Second Manassas Bull 
Run. 

Dear Heavenly Father, As we remember those who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom, we 
think of how they have followed in the footsteps of 
your son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Please hold our 
service men and women in your strong arms. We also 
remember the families of our troops, and ask for your 
unique blessings to fill their homes and strength to fill 
their lives.  May the members of our armed forces be 
filled with courage to face each day.  Let our military 
brothers and sisters feel our love and support, in the  
name of Jesus. Amen.          

    “Mercifully accept our prayers, and grant to your 
servant Tim Moore, Susan Andrews, Lola McKenzie, 
Julie Jones, Mary Walker, Peggy Walker, Louise 
Rogers, Lisa Rhodes, Sheila Haas, Sabra Hennes-
see, Elbert Ginn, Jesse Porter, and family of Cmdr. 
Joe Willis the help of your power that their sickness 
may be turned into health, and our sorrow into joy. 
Bless them and their families through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen”.           

                                                                                                                           

Robert Shanks -  Robert saw our booth at the Flowertown Festival and 
decided to join. He works as a Garage Door Technician. He loves history and in 
his spare time he collects coins and old World War II photos. Roberts ancestor is 
his 2nd great grandfather 1st LT. Rueben Rice Kirkland, , 3rd BN, Hilliard’s 
Legion, Co. E, Alabama Volunteers.�

New Membership 

In our August meeting we discussed Newsletter ads and 
memorials. Listed are prices and size of ads. 

 
For 1 month half page ad for $20. 
For 1 month full page ad for $30. 

For 1 year business card ad for $60. 
For 1 year quarter page ad for $20. 

 
Memorial at right are $25 for one year, 4 lines max. 

From left to right: Robert Shanks, Mark Thomas, Archie Muckenfuss III, Archie 
Muckenfuss Jr., Ed Schwacke and Monty Jones reading the oath. 
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Chaplains Message   



The press, as usual, is more than happy to print anti-flag articles, but have practically ignored the huge 
numbers of pro-flag comments to the papers. These editorials from the Richmond-Times Dispatch 
(Disgrace) proves the point. Everyone needs to make your opinion known to Delegate William Howell, 
Speaker of the House of Delegates, regarding the capitol flag if you have not done so. Make sure your 
friends and family are aware of the issue as well. Howell will shortly be making the final decision on 
whether or not the Confederate flag will be returned to the Old Delegates Chamber where it has been since 
before WWII. The poll below, which was taken by the Roanoke Times, demonstrates that an overwhelming 
majority of people interested in the issue are in favor of the flag remaining in the Capitol. The press contin-
ues to demonstrate that what the populace believes does not matter as they continue to promote a radical 
and divergent message. 
Question is "Confederate flags should not fly in the state Capitol?"�

Anti-Flag favoritism in the Press 

Total number of votes:         884 
Agree:         6%      
 
Disagree:     94%     
                             
The Daily Pulse is an online survey of those who choose to participate and therefore is not a scientific sample.           �
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Hon. William J. Howell 
Speaker of the House of Delegates 
P.O. Box 8296 
Fredericksburg, VA 22404 
Phone: (540) 371-1612 
Fax: (540)371-7449 
Email: delwhowell@house.state.va.us  

Let's Forget That War From the Ancient Past 
Editor, Times-Dispatch:  
In response to those who believe the Confederate flag should be put back in the Capitol's old House chamber: Get over it! No 
wonder three-quarters of the country thinks the South is filled with a bunch of rednecks who are living in the past. My ancestors 
were from Virginia, but I have no idea if any of them were Confederate soldiers. I do know that my father was a World War II 
vet who served in Europe and earned a Bronze Star. The Civil War was 145 years ago. I don't really think about it because no-
body I know was in it. We need to look to the future and learn from past mistakes -- slavery and segregation -- not celebrate 
them.  
Bob Charles. Ashland.  

Bar Stars and Bars From State Capitols 
Editor, Times-Dispatch:  
The decision not to display the Confederate Battle Flag in the old House chamber is the right one. I am a white, male native Rich-
monder whose great-great-grandfather fought for the South in the Civil War. However the South lost the Civil War; we live in the 
USA, not the CSA; and this is the 21st century, not the 19th. Those who fought so mightily for segregation and discrimination 
used this flag for their purposes and are the ones to blame for making it an ongoing symbol of racism. Blaming Yankees and lib-
erals is just silly. The flag is most certainly an important part of our history and as such belongs in museums, not in state capitols. 
Glenn Wilkinson. Richmond.  

forwarded by: Brandon Dorsey, The Stonewall Brigade #1296, Lexington, Virginia�

�

�

roanoke.com: The Daily Pulse 
Tuesday, September 04, 2007 



Greetings! I hope all are well and in good spirits. All those under the weather, I hope will recuperate from 
their setbacks soon. 
 

Our Heritage is constantly under attack. The most recent is the renovation of the Virginia Capitol, in which 
The Confederate Battle Flag and the portrait of Edmund Ruffin are to be removed.  
 

The end of the practice of the House reciting the pledge to the state flag, written 80 years ago by a lady of 
the UDC, has been deemed disruptive. The only time I have witnessed any disruption on any matter by any 
member of the UDC has only been in the defense of our ancestors. The disruption by the UDC has always 
been to honor our heritage and the Confederate Soldier’s actions during The War for Southern Independ-
ence. The UDC disrupts those who think they can run over our heritage. All praise should go to the UDC. 
After The War, they raised money to place monuments in honor of our ancestors all over the Southern 
States. I cannot say enough for all their efforts, back then and now. 
The Virginians should rise to their feet and defend their heritage. The Confederate symbols should not be 
hidden from their rightful place in the Capitol. We can only hope that better sense and actions prevail. 
 

I recently traveled from Yemessee to Beaufort on the Old Sheldon Road. If you have never driven that road 
or visited the Old Sheldon Church (burned during The Revolutionary War), you have missed a very grand 
experience. It is a very beautiful drive. 
Well, to continue, the day was clear and sunny. The road has always been lined with miles of marsh and 
grand old oak trees. Sunlight flickering lazily through the oak branches engulfed me in a total sense of re-
flection of how things were. I was reminded how fortunate we, as Southerners, were to be reared in the 
South. No better place in which to be raised up has ever been duplicated.  
I began remembering the first time I milked the cow, swimmin’ and fishin’ in the Edisto River, hoein’ our 
garden, gatherin’ eggs, runnin’ barefoot from dust to dawn, takin’ a nap on Sunday afternoon after dinner 
when I didn’t want to. Nothing was done in a rush. I remembered my mother always asking me when I was 
going to get certain things done. My reply was always, “In due time.” Of course, my “due time” was hur-
ried up at times when my parents called me using my first and middle names. I know y’all have had similar 
experiences. I urge all of you to pass on your family tales and reminiscences, whether written or orally, to 
your children and grandchildren. They learn from you and who better to learn from than you. 
  
Carl Sandberg, the poet wrote,  
“When a society perishes 
One condition can always be found. 
They forgot where they came from.” 
 

Let’s not forget where we came from. 
 

One of our members, Hubert Haas, recently spoke on Cold Harbor at The Civil War Roundtable’s last 
meeting. He did a grand job and I commend him on his speaking abilities. 
Hubert also told me that The Guardian Committee contacted him and that his application for Guardianship 
has been accepted. Great job Hubert! 
 

I want to thank all of you for helping in recruiting new members for our Camp. You all are doing a great 
job. Keep up the good work.  
 

See you at our next camp meeting on September 27th.           ����������  

Commander’s Comments 
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Compatriots, 

November 1st, which is the deadline for submittal of dues, is drawing close.  
Persons not paying by that date will be considered delinquent.  Please remit your 
dues to me by October 25th so that I will have time to send them in prior to the 
deadline.  If you have circumstances where you require more time, please call 
me.  We can work it out. 
         We are now one hundred and eight voting members strong and growing.  
There is strength in numbers.  	�
���
�����  

more, once they see progress and the 
completion of several flags.  
There are plans being made at the Divi-

sion Executive 
level to reconize 
individuals and 
camps who make 
donations. There 
will be more to fol-
low.  
Thank you in ad-
vance for you and 
your Camp's inter-
est. "Rally to the 
Colours" is the bat-
tle cry to solicit 
contributions.  

��������
�� �

Per your request, the website for the SC 
Division Flag Restoration Project is:  
www.rallytothecolours.org  
  
Currently, the Pee 
Dee Rifles flag is at 
the conservatory and 
the decision is being 
made to send the sec-
ond flag to another 
restorer. As you re-
call from your Camp 
meeting, the SC 
Budget & Control 
Board is matching 
dollar for dollar up to 
$25,000. The more 
money we collect the 
more flags we can restore. I believe the 
Budget and Control Board will allocate 

From Our Adjutant 

SC Division Flag Restoration�

Pee Dee Rifles Flag 
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Camp Meeting September 27th 
Come on Out!               

Masonic Lodge, Main St. Summerville, 6:30 pm 


