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The Siege of Charleston

By Rick Hatcher

At the August 23, 2007, meetl
ing, Fort Sumter National
Monument Historian Rick
Hatcher presented a power
point program on the 1863-6"
Siege of Charleston. The fol-
lowing is an outline of the
highlights of his program.

On December 26, 1866ix
days after South Carolina de-
clared its secession, U.S. Arr

; Major Robert Anderson aban
In This Issue doned the indefensible Fort
Moultrie and secretly relocate
his two companies3¢ men,10
of them musicians) dahe 1st
U.S. Artillery,to Fort Sumter.
Included in this number were:-=
US Army Corps of Engineers
officers, so technically there were 84 memberseff' US Artillery. The other 40 were
civilian Corps of Engineer employees who voluntdexestay at Ft. Sumter and help prepai
4 its defensed-e thought that providing a stronger defense waldthy a Rebel attackTwo
observation here:*1- There were no “Rebels’ yet. As SC was the §itate to secede usingt
term “Rebel” is a bit premature™2 While Anderson thought Ft. Sumter was a more misfde
position, he was also doing what he thought wastbesvoid an incident, or incidents, that
could result in war and provide for the safety sf tommandQOver the next few months, re-

‘ peated calls for Union surrender from Confederatig&dier General P.G.T. Beauregard we |
ignored, and Union attempts to re-supply and raicéathe garrison were rebuffe@.ov.
[ " 7 Pickens called for the evacuation (“surrender”)hef fort until the formation of the
Confederacy in Feb. 1861. Then after Beauregardigahin March 1861, he took up this
issue.

On April 12, 1861, at 4:30 a.nConfederatebatteries opened fire, firing for 34 straight het
on the fort. It has been said tlEdmund Ruffin, a soldier and secessionist fromikiag fired
the first shot, although that is under some debgtéfin was not a soldier but an honorary
member of the Palmetto Guard. The first shot caimm fa 10-inch mortar at Ft. Johnson.
Ruffin was on Morris Island. The garrison returriied, but it was ineffective, since Major
Anderson did not allow his men to use cannonstiadta high possibility of being hit by the
Confederate attackon April 13, the fort surrendered and was evacuatéd bombardment
ended on the 3and the surrender/evacuation was on tHe 14

When the Civil War started there were only 7 statdhe Confederacy and Charleston was |e

2nd largest city in the Confederacy. Charlestarabee of its strategic location wig major
(Continued Page :
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The Siege of Charleston

seaport along the South Atlantic coast in the neuntry. The survival of Charleston was very impattto the South for
several reasons such as trade with foreign cosnthie Confederacy’s first shot heard around the worldn its war for
independence andthe signing of the ordinance of secession from Unitedes. With it's strategic location the fortificarti
of Charleston was vital.

The first major confrontation and action againstdbepSouth was at South Carolina’s Port Royal in Now6 1.8

This was followed bythe Battle of Shiloh April 6, 1862. In early MardBeneral Halleck responded by ordering General
Grant to advance his Union Army of West Tennessearinvasion up the Tennessee River. OccupyirighiRitg Landing,
Grant entertained no thought of a Confederatelattdalleck's instructions were that following theieal of General Buell's
Army of the Ohio from Nashville, Grant would advargouth in a joint offensive to seize the Memphi€i8arleston Rail-
road, the Confederacy's only east-west all weathpply route that linked the lower Mississippi \égllto cities on the Con-
federacy's east coast.

The next confrontation was the attack on Fort Rajldsiilt by the U.S. Army before the Civil War.i#t located near the
mouth of the Savannah River, blocking upriver astesSavannah. On February 19, 1862, Brig. GenmBsdV. Sherman
ordered Captain Quincy A. Gillmore, an engineeiceff, to take charge of the forces and begin theb@dment and capture
of the fort. Gillmore emplaced artillery drybee Islandsoutheast of the fort and began the bombardmeApah10. Colo-
nel Charles H. Olmstead Commander of Fort Pulasfkised to surrender the fort. Within hours, Gilleisrifled artillery

had breached the southeast scarp of the fort, amdtinued to exploit it. Olmstead surrenderedr&&t00 pm on April 11,
1862. This move blockaded another strategic patienSouth.

In Virginia themain eastern Union army was the Army of the Potomg@ommanded by George McClellanThese forces
were charged with protectingashington, D.C. andshutting down the Confederate eastern army udaezph E. Johnston
Johnston commanded at this time. Lee did not hawntand until after Johnston was wounded in thdebaftSeven Pines.
Richmond was in jeopardy and General Maxcy Gregg'drigade was transferred from the South Carolina coat to help
protect the capital.

As a result of these majewrents the commander of the Dept. of South Carolina,rGiepand east Florida, General John C
Pemberton can no longer hold fasir major defensive positions along tteast. Georgetown is evacuated and also the de
fensive positions at the Stono River. He no loriges the troops and considers abando@ihgrleston's defenses. When Lee
hears of this, he wrote Gen. Pemberton on May 262 Instructing him to concentrate his efforts @fathding Charleston
and Savannah, spare no expense. Charleston andnahvia to be defended to the last extremity atigeitharbors are taken
we are to fight street-by-street and house-by-hasdeng as we have a foot of ground to stand bis i§ what General Lee
thought of the importance of Charleston.

Later the federal ships position themselves offi@ston andlockadedthe
harbor. On July 10, 1863 the longest siege of tlvé War begins and continues
until February 17th, 1865 (587 dayS)he US Army and Navy started the
siege with a bombardment of Confederate positionsnathe south end of
Morris Island. After landing orMorris Islandfrom Folly Island US infantry
move to capturBattery Wagner. From Morris Island the federals set up-posi
tions to pound Fort Sumter into submission. Thefal$ believe once Fort Sum-
ter is knocked out of action the Navy can enterrglston harbor, shell the city
and forcets capitulation.

By this time, Vicksburg is lost and the entire Misgpi river is under full control by the federaeneral Beauregard has tc
find help somewhere and he knows about the divoa fHunley). The Hunley was in Mobile so he astteicommander
there to please send it to Charleston. The commaagiteed and in August 1863 it was sent by ratharlestonWhat is so
remarkable is that it arrived in Charleston in five days.Later as we know it was put into action againstféderal ship
USS Housatonic on February 17th, 1864.

Finally when Gen. Sherman’s forces capture and Badambia on Feb. 17, 1865 tlmnfederatesin Charleston were
caught between the federal forc€hat night the Confederates evacuated the city anitis defensesThe federates move in
on Feb. 18, 1865 and that ends the siege on Ctaarles
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2007 Officers

Camp Commander............... Mr. Joe Willis
e-mail to: banjoman47@yahoo.com SCV CHARG E
1st Lt. Commander.............. Mr. David Mitchell "
e-mail to: loganmitchell@aol.com To you, Sons of Confederate Vet-
2nd Lt. Comnlnfmdel; -------- Z%Lih;”@ Wcl>ody Brown erans, we submit the vindication
e-mail to: wbrown aol.com : )
3rd Lt. Commander.............. Mr. Timothy Hilton of the cause for WhICh W_e fought'
e-mail to: tim3nat@aol.com to your strength will be given the
Adjutant ............................. Mr. JameS(RiCk) Andrews defense Of the Confederate Sol_
e-mail to: randsummv975@aol.com ., .
Judge Advocate................... Mr. Walter M. Bailey dier's good name, the guardian-
. e-mail to: baileywalterl\r/rl]@Jyaﬁoc'il-cgm ) ship of his history, the emulation
(= V] ) S r. John N. Couc PR :
e-mail to: john@johncouchtaxservice.com of his Vlrtu_eS{ the perpetuation of
Parliamentarian......................... Mr. LonRewell those principles he loved and
Color Sgt......ccoovvvvcviiieenn, Mr. Charles A. Botts Wthh made hlm glorlous and
e-mail to: chuckiereb@aol.com . .
Quartermaster..........cccceeeenennnn. Mr. Homer M. Thompson which you also cherish. Remem-
Surgeon..... e Ll;/l; Lawrenée GI Jameson beritis your duty to see that the
e-mail to: ameson@aol.com : :
Historian & Scrapbook............. Mr. Woodrow (Chip) Brown Jr true hlStOI’y of the South !S pre-
e-mail to: CHIB4@aol.com sented to future generations."
Webmaster an Editor...................... Mr. Charles K. Mathisen Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee,
e-mail to: CharlesMathisen@HLHUNLEYCAMP143.COM Commander General,
Chaplain.........ccccuveeee. Mr. Sidney( Monty) Jones United Confederate Veterans,
e-mail to: mjonesdorchester@aol.com New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906

Upcoming Events

September 21-22 The Tenth Annual Symposium on South Carolinal®itar History 2007 Colum-
bia, SC. Registration.

September 22 4th AnnualPAW-KER RUN Dorchester Shrine Club Hwy. 61 .5 off Alt 17 S, Sum
merville, SC. Entry Fee $20 per person. Registnatid AM, Run Time: 11 AM. For more information
call 871-3820.

September 27th- Camp meeting Masonic Lodge 6:30PM.

September 29th -3rd Annual Confederate Heritage Ride.

Sept 29th - 9 am cleanup at Boone Hill Cemeteffyols for cutting grass needed.
Contact Larry Jameson 729-9872.

October 12 & 13th -Confederate Ghost Walk.

October 25th - Camp meeting Masonic Lodge 6:30PM.

October 25th - Nov. 3rd- The 50th anniversary of the Coastal Carolina.F@e Chuck Botts if you
would like to volunteer for this event.

Nov. 3rd - Summerville Home Guard black powder shoot on Ckadfieer’s property in Ridgeville.
It is set up to start at 8:30 or 9 and go untihalVe had a chance to shoot and also have a ot luc
lunch. Call Mark at home; 873-7827 or email himykatark@surfbest.net.

November 9th, 10th, & 11th -Battle of Secessionville

November 24 & 25- Land and Sky Gun Show will be at the Exchangeb@®ark.
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New Membership

From left to right: Robert Shanks, Mark Thomas,ecMuckenfuss lll, Archie

Muckenfuss Jr., Ed Schwacke and Monty Jones reddegath.

Robert Shanks- Robert saw our booth at the Flowertown Festival and
decided to join. He works as a Garage Door Tecanidile loves history and in
his spare time he collects coins and old World Wphotos. Roberts ancestor is
his 2nd great grandfather 1st LT. Rueben Rice Kiréll , 3rd BN, Hilliard’s

Legion, Co. E, Alabama Volunteers.

Newsletter Ads

In our August meeting we discussed Newsletter ads a

memorials. Listed are prices and size of ads.

For 1 month half page ad for $20.
For 1 month full page ad for $30.
For 1 year business card ad for $60.
For 1 year quarter page ad for $20.

Memorial at right are $25 for one year, 4 lines max

Chaplains Message

“Mercifully accept our prayers, and grant toyo
servantTim Moore, Susan Andrews, Lola McKenzie,
Julie Jones, Mary Walker, Peggy Walker, Louise
Rogers, Lisa Rhodes, Sheila Haas, Sabra Hennes-
see, Elbert Ginn, Jesse Porter, and family of Cmdr.
Joe Willisthe help of your power that their sickness
may be turned into health, and our sorrow into joy.
Bless them and their families through Jesus Clotist
Lord. Amen”.
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Mark Thomas - Mark learned about us from a friend at St. Paul’
Church. Mark is an Accountant and Finance ManagByaCorp Interne
tional. Mark and his wife Gray live in Summervilldark’s hobbies are

genealogy and bird photography. Mark’s ancestbis®nd great grand-
father Pvt. Willis Norris Autry, Co. C, Johnson &ds, 44th Reg. Geor
gia Volunteers, Doles Brigade, Rhodes Div.

Archie W. Muckenfuss Jr - Archie heard about the camp
through friends. He is retired CSX railroad empkyarchie and his wifi
Virginia live in Ridgeville and they love classiars and NASCAR.
Archie’s ancestor is Pvt. George P. Muckenfuss68Ca1th Inf. Ridge-
ville, SC.

Archie W. Muckenfuss Ill - Archie, like his Dad, loves NAS-
CAR and also enjoys football and baseball. He tsmarried and lives ir
Ridgeville. He is a Contractor and his ancestéhis George P. Mucker
fuss Co. 6, 11th Inf. Ridgeville, SC.

Ed Schwacke +£d recently retired from Federal Service after wo
ing 17 years at the Charleston Naval Shipyard @gears at Fort Brage
as the Environmental Restoration Clean-up Mandggand Cris, his
wife of 32 years, live in Hollywood. Originally fro the Charleston aree
Ed returned after retirement and loves the peadejaiet of country liv-
ing. He learned of the SCV from his brother-in-l&¥harles Mathisen,
Hunley Camp Webmaster. He loves to work with wdist, in his pond,
and spend quality retirement time with his famitg’'s ancestor is Geor:
Samuel Briley Huggin€o.K, 6" South Carolina Infantry. 1831-1915.
George fought in and was wounded at the Battleeob8d Manassas B
Run.

Memorials

Dear Heavenly Father, As we remember those whc
have made the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom, v
think of how they have followed in the footsteps of
your son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Please hold out
service men and women in your strong arms. We &
remember the families of our troops, and ask farryc
unigue blessings to fill their homes and strengthilt
their lives. May the members of our armed foraes |
filled with courage to face each day. Let our taily
brothers and sisters feel our love and supporthi
name of Jesus. Amen.
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Anti-Flag favoritism in the Press

The press, as usual, is more than happy to prinflag articles, but have practically ignored tinege

numbers of pro-flag comments to the papers. Theégereals from the Richmond-Times Dispatch
(Disgrace) proves the point. Everyone needs to ngake opinion known to Delegate William Howell,
Speaker of the House of Delegates, regarding thigot#lag if you have not done so. Make sure your
friends and family are aware of the issue as wiglvell will shortly be making the final decision on
whether or not the Confederate flag will be retdrteethe Old Delegates Chamber where it has beee ¢
before WWII. The poll below, which was taken by fReanoke Times, demonstrates that an overwhel |ing
majority of people interested in the issue areawof of the flag remaining in the Capitol. The gresntin-

ues to demonstrate that what the populace belgwes not matter as they continue to promote aahdic

and divergent message.

Question is "Confederate flags should not fly in tle state Capitol?"

roanoke.com:The Daily Pulse
Tuesday, September 04, 2007

Total number of votes: 884
Agree: 6%

Disagree:  94%
The Daily Pulse is an online survey of those whoose to participate and therefore is not a sciergémple.

Hon. William J. Howell

Speaker of the House of Delegates
P.O. Box 8296

Fredericksburg, VA 22404

Phone: (540) 371-1612

Fax: (540)371-7449

Email: delwhowell@house.state.va.us

Let's Forget That War From the Ancient Past

Editor, Times-Dispatch:

In response to those who believe the Confederagesthould be put back in the Capitol's old Houserdler: Get over it! No
wonder three-quarters of the country thinks thet®@ifilled with a bunch of rednecks who are lyim the past. My ancestors
were from Virginia, but | have no idea if any oéth were Confederate soldiers. | do know that miyefatvas a World War I
vet who served in Europe and earned a Bronze BtarCivil War was 145 years ago. | don't reallynkhabout it because no-
body | know was in it. We need to look to the fetand learn from past mistakes -- slavery and gatjom -- not celebrate
them.

Bob Charles. Ashland.

Bar Stars and Bars From State Capitols

Editor, Times-Dispatch:

The decision not to display the Confederate Béldg in the old House chamber is the right onén laawhite, male native Rich
monder whose great-great-grandfather fought foSingth in the Civil War. However the South lost @igil War; we live in the
USA, not the CSA,; and this is the 21st century,thet19th. Those who fought so mightily for segtegaand discrimination
used this flag for their purposes and are the tmbtame for making it an ongoing symbol of racitaming Yankees and lib-
erals is just silly. The flag is most certainlyiarportant part of our history and as such belongsiiseums, not in state capitols.
Glenn Wilkinson. Richmond.

forwarded by: Brandon Dorsey, The Stonewall Brig&ii296, Lexington, Virginia
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Commander’s Comments

Greetings! | hope all are well and in good spitB.those under the weather, | hope will recupeifabm
their setbacks soon.

Our Heritage is constantly under attack. The mestmt is the renovation of the Virginia Capitolwhich
The Confederate Battle Flag and the portrait of EaldnRuffin are to be removed.

The end of the practice of the House reciting tleelgee to the state flag, written 80 years ago ladg of
the UDC, has been deemed disruptive. The only Lineee witnessed any disruption on any matter lyy
member of the UDC has only been in the defenseiofoncestors. The disruption by the UDC has alwe
been to honor our heritage and the Confederataeé®al@ctions during The War for Southern Indepenc
ence. The UDC disrupts those who think they canomer our heritage. All praise should go to the UD(
After The War, they raised money to place monumink®nor of our ancestors all over the Southern
States. | cannot say enough for all their effdség;k then and now.

The Virginians should rise to their feet and defémalr heritage. The Confederate symbols shouldaot
hidden from their rightful place in the Capitol. Wan only hope that better sense and actions frevai

| recently traveled from Yemessee to Beaufort ean@hd Sheldon Road. If you have never driven tbat
or visited the OIld Sheldon Church (burned during Revolutionary War), you have missed a very gra
experience. It is a very beautiful drive.

Well, to continue, the day was clear and sunny.rblae has always been lined with miles of marsh an
grand old oak trees. Sunlight flickering lazilyahigh the oak branches engulfed me in a total safnse
flection of how things were. | was reminded howtdioiate we, as Southerners, were to be reared in th
South. No better place in which to be raised updvas been duplicated.

| began remembering the first time | milked the ¢cgwimmin’ and fishin’ in the Edisto River, hoeiour
garden, gatherin’ eggs, runnin’ barefoot from dosdawn, takin’ a nap on Sunday afternoon afteneiin
when | didn’t want to. Nothing was done in a rustemembered my mother always asking me when |
going to get certain things done. My reply was asydin due time.” Of course, my “due time” was hur
ried up at times when my parents called me usindirstyand middle names. | know y’all have had $am
experiences. | urge all of you to pass on your fataies and reminiscences, whether written orlyré&b
your children and grandchildren. They learn fronu ymd who better to learn from than you.

Carl Sandberg, the poet wrote,
“When a society perishes

One condition can always be found.
They forgot where they came from.”

Let’s not forget where we came from.

One of our members, Hubert Haas, recently spokéadd Harbor at The Civil War Roundtable’s last
meeting. He did a grand job and | commend him srspeaking abilities.

Hubert also told me that The Guardian Committedamiad him and that his application for Guardiaps
has been accepted. Great job Hubert!

| want to thank all of you for helping in recruggmew members for our Camp. You all are doing atgre
job. Keep up the good work.

See you at our next camp meeting on Septembler 27

-

as
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From Our Adjutant
Compatriots,

November ¥, which is the deadline for submittal of dues, igwding close
Persons not paying by that date will be considdetohquent. Please remit yc ir
dues to me by October 250 that | will have time to send them in priottie
deadline. If you have circumstances where youirequore time, please call

me. We can work it out.

We are now one hundred and eight votinghbexs strong and growing.

There is strength in numbers.

SC Division Flag Restoration

Per your request, the website for the SCmore, once they see progress and the
Division Flag Restoration Project is: completion of several flags.

www.rallytothecolours.org

Currently, the Pee
Dee Rifles flag is at
the conservatory and
the decision is being
made to send the sec-
ond flag to another
restorer. As you re-
call from your Camp
meeting, the SC
Budget & Control
Board is matching
dollar for dollar up tc
$25,000. The more
money we collect the
more flags we can restore. | believe the
Budget and Control Board will allocate

Pee Dee Rifles Flag

There are plans being made at the Divi-

sion Executive
level to reconize
individuals and
camps who make
donations. There
will be more to fol-
low.

Thank you in ad-
vance for you and
your Camp's inter-
est. "Rally to the
Colours" is the bat-
tle cry to solicit
contributions.

Camp Meeting September 2711
Come on Out!

Masonic Lodge, Main St. Summerville, 6:30 pm



